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RETROSPECT OF 1860. 

Foreign Relations ‘Tae opening of the 
year found the Chinese 

Envoy in Enrope at the zenith of bis 

prestige, and home papers at their 

extreme point of error, in regard to 





Foreign Merchants, and the political 
situation, in China. Mr. Burlingame 
had made the British Government a 
convert to his views; and despatches 
were soon addressed from the Foreign 
e and from the Admiralty, to tl 
Civil and Naval Officers of Great Bri- 
tain in China, forbidding the display 
of force in any casé short of immediate 
danger to life and property, but order- 
ing the reference of all difficulties to 
Peking,—and if necessary thence to 
England—“ leaving H. M. Government 
free to determine, if occasion should 
ariso for doing 80, what is best to be 
done to enforce upon the central Gov- 
ernment the obligation, not only them- 
selves to observe treaties, bat to com- 
pel provincial aathorities also to res- 
pect them.” ‘This was done on the 
faith of Mr. Burlingame’s assurance, 
that the Central Government is both 
willing and able to control its provincial 
subordinates, and, bad the axiom beaa 
true, the rale would have beeu right also. 
But a series of events were tuking place, 
almost simultaneously, in China, which 
proved the theory to be thoroughily hol- 
low. The affair at Yangehow was alrea- 
dy over, after contributing its quota of 
proof to the error of Mr. Barlingame’s 
assertion, as to the anxiety of the Chi- 
ese to welcome “shining crosses,” 
and their “hospitality to fair arga- 
ment.” ‘The course of affairs at Tai- 
wan had shown the utter ineffic 
appeals to Peking, and had elicited 
from Sir Rutherford Alcock the able 
despatch, in which he sketched as the 
result of such a policy “as an intermin- 
able series of references backwards and 
forwards ; a see-saw of correspondence 
between the ports and the capital, and 
no final solution ever arrived at”; 
the Provincial officers, in fact, lying to 
the Imperial Authorities, and the lat- 
ter evading the arguments of the For- 
eign Representatives. ‘These occarren- 
ces, however, belong really to 1863, and 
were touched on in our retrospect of 
that year. We refer to them again, 
only to show the position of affairs at 
the outset of 1869, and to connect 
them with the events which followed. 

Close on the heels, then, of the em- 
broglios at Taiw: "Yangchow, 
came an attack by a party of villagers 
on a boat's crew of H. Bf. gun-boat 
Cockchafer, near Swatow. Lient. Kerr 
was taking a pull up the river with 
some of his men, when the villagers 
pelted him. Ho landed and requested 
a respectable Chinaman to conduct bim 
to the Headman. The latter refused ; 
Lieut. Kerr then insisted that be should, 
himself, come as a witness before the 
mandarins. He still resisted, and the 
village braves turned out and fired 
































ja the boat's crew, who respoud- 





ed, but re-embarked and pulled off. 
On the. way back they were attack- 
ed by about 1,000 villagers, who 
had cnt across a neck of land to 
intercept them, and 11 of the crow 
were wounded before they could ro- 
turn the fire poured into them from 
the high banks. The Snider, however, 
did good work eventually; and the 
boat got past, leaving 11 of her as- 
sailants dead, and 30 or 40 wounded. 
An apology for the attack, and a 
guarantee against similar outbreaks by 
the villagers, was demanded ; bat the 
aathorities have little control over the 
turbulent clans of Fohkion; and the 
latter, so far from making submission, 
demanded head-money for’ the men 
killed in the attack which they had 
themselves commenced. It became no- 
cessary, accordingly, to tuke their pun- 
ishment into our own hands, A sqand- 
ron consisting of the Hinaldo, Perseus, 
Cockchufer, Leven, and Bouncer was ga- 
thered; and on the 29th January a 
party of 450 men under the command 
of Commodore Jones, accompanied by 
Mr. Alabaster H. M. Acting Consal, 
were landed for the purpose. Tho 
braves made an sttempt atresistance, but 
the fire of the Suiders soon dispersed 
them, and two fortified villages were 
taken and burned with little loss on 
their side and none on our own, A 
Chinese gunboat was present, tneitly 
countonancing the proceeding. Indeed, 
there is every reason to believe the ax- 
thorities were obliged to us for inflicting 
on their unruly sabjects'a chastisement 
which they were not, themselves, strong 
enough to administer. Since that time, 
there has been no disturbance, and com- 
manication with the newly opened port 
of Chno-chow, which had previons- 
ly been hnzatdous, is now perfectly 
secure. The effect in Swatow was ex- 
cellent; as these villagers had enjoyed, 
among the natives, a repatation for 
quasi-invineibility ;’ and our prestige 
was raived, in proportion to our easy 
victory oyer them, Of course such 
collisions ure regrettable, but it was 
impossible to allow the matter to pass. 
Had the attack on an armed boat's crow 
goue unpunished, the tribes would at 
have assumed that wo feared them ; 
no foreigner would have been safe in 
their neighbourhood, and the river 
would have been virtually closed. 
Nearly simultaneously with these 
troubles at Swatow, a hostile spirit 
began to be shown towards foreigners, 
at Poochow; severalattacks on mission 
aries and native converts occurred in 
the neighbourhood; the literati began 
to post proclamations on the city walls, 
urging the people to rise and exter- 
mivate foreigners. An affair connect 
ed with a sanitarinm, which the mis- 
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sionaries were erecting on Sharp | 
Peak island, at the mouti of the Min, | 
brought matters to a climax. Incited | 
by an ex-official living in the neigh- 
bourhood, the people began to demolish | 
the building; the commander of the 
Janus landed some men to protect it, 
and aslight affray ensued. These mat- 
ters became the subject of earnest dis- 
cussion among the provincial authori- 
ties; when the Governor of the Pro- 
vince expressed himself in favour of | 
such demonstrations, opining that they 
would frighten and render foreigners 
submissive. But the old Viceroy gave 
it as his experience that, though for- 
eigners would put up with a good deal, | 
if they were pushed an in inch too | 
far, their shot and shell would come By- 
ing about the Yamén before there was 
time to turn, His advice prevailed ; 
threatening proclamations ceased to be 
posted, and the pending difficulties were 
arranged satisfactorily; though trou- 
bles with missionaries have since ocenr- 
red at intervals, in different districts of 
the Province. 

At Tungchow and at other places 
in Shantung, missionaries and native 
converts were seriously threatened at the | 
beginning of the year; thearrival of some | 








Mrs. Williamson, wife of one of 
the Missonaries, her baby and an- 
other child were roughly treated by 
the rioters, but were eventually 
escorted by a native servant to the 
Yamen for protection; and the whole 
party were despatched by the officials, 
during the night, to Chinkeang. Sir 
R. Alcock has since visited the Viceroy 
of Nanking, to demand satisfaction, 
and, thongh he met with a discourteous 
reception, it seoms likely that our de- 
mands will be complied with. A house 
belonging to the Jesuit Missionaries 
was attacked and gutted at the same 
time ; and, as we said before, M. Rocbe- 
chouart is now lying off the city, press- 
ing for satisfaction for the latter ont- 
rago. Particulars of these negocia- 
fons, oo far as they have transpired, 
have been published in our columns; 
though they will not find place ina 
restrospect which has to deal only with 
1869. 

Onur record, thus far, has been one of 
quarrel ; but is interesting, not only on 
account of the events it chronicles, but 
as illustrating the error of Mr. Burlin- 
game’s representations, as to the en- 
lightenment and good feeling of the 
governing class. In no single case— 


disciplined troops at Chefoo being con- | except perbaps the affair at Swatow, 
strued by the people, both at that port | where unruly and semi-civilized clans 
and in the interior, as a demonstration | were concerned —has the hostility 
against foreiguers. A proclamation by | shown been traceable to the people. 
the Taotai, issued at the request of | Literati have been the instigators, and 
H.B.M. Consul, eventually restored | the officialshave nearly always refrained 
niet. | from interfering to check the rising 

From Szechuen, the same news has| turbulence. Yet British and American 
come, in graver form. An attack was | policy is based on the assumption that 
made, early in January, on the Christian | the official classes are well-disposed, and 
community in the prefectural city of | are held back from progress and free 
Yuyang, when a number of converts, | intercourse, only by the hostility of the 
with their Pastor, le Pére Rigand,’ people. We unhesitatingly aftirm the 
were killed. The cause, here, seems to | case to be the reverse. ‘Tne people are 
have been jealousy of the ndvantages | invariably found well-disposed, while 
gained for tbe converts by their Pastors, | the officials, and the literati from whom 
who were in the habi' of protecting | the officials spring, are bitterly jeal- 
them against the unjust exactions habi- | ons of foreign doctrine or intrusion. 
tusl with the mandarins. The latter To quote the words of a former article 
were of course annoyed at this, onden- | in the 8. 0. § 0. Gazelle “ We see the 
couraged the mass of the people in! most evident improvements steadily op- 
their jealousy—till a riot occurred with | posed by the ruling clauses ; we see in- 
the result we have named. Warning dustry bampered and obstacles placed 
was given to the officials, of the danger, , in the way of free intercommunication ; 
but the latter denied its existence; the , we see a feeble government, yet strong 
Christians armed themselves for enough to obstruct, allying itself with 

















fence ; but the officials declared that, 
by s0 doing, they placed themselves 
outside the pale of the law's protection. 
They then disarmed, to destroy th 
excuse, and, the following day, were at- 
tacked and murdered. M.deRochechou- 
art, HL M. Chargé d’afiaires, is now 
on his way to Yuyang, to press for 
satisfactory reparation. 

But in the meantime, he is helting 
at Ngauking, in the province of An= 
hwei, where attacks were mde at the 
close of the year, on both English and 
French missionaries, by literati assem- 
bled for the yearly examinations. On 
the Qnd November, an inflammatory 
placard was posted on the walls of the 
Literary Examination Hall, calling on | 
the stadents to pull down the Mis-| 
sion house. The Protestant Missionaries 
went to the Taotai_to seek protection ; 
they were referred to the Che-bien; 
but were mobbed by the assembled can- 
didates, on leaving the Yamén, and 
obliged to retara to it for protection. : 
The crowd then went on to their, 
house, and ransacked and gutted it. | 








prejudices laughed at by even an ordi- 
nary Chinese, fearfal lest with the 
revival of the forced isolation it should 
itself be overthrown.” For “ free trade 
means free intercourse ; railronds and 
telegraphs mean the bringing together 
of people from distant localities ; the 
reform of the transit tax system means 
a greatly increased internal trade. _All 
these are good fer the people, but how 
for the Governors ? The knowledge that 
their trast has been abused, excites in 
mind the worst misgivings; but, 
unfortunately, instead of Glting them- 
selves for the new position of affairs they, 
like the ministers of Reboboam, strive 
to increase the pressure on their de- 
pendents.” Conscionsof theirown weak- 
ness and venality, in fact, the mandarins 
dread beyond everything the flood of 
light which accompanies foreign in- 
gress, and the damaging comparison of 
their own with foreign institutions. 
‘Much more remains to be said under 
the head of foreign relations with Chi- 
na during the past year; but we are 
compelled to defer it till our next issue. 











Sik, A review of the silk trade 
for the past year, is not cal- 
culated to pour balm on the wounds 
inflicted by Tea: although losses 
have not perhaps been so disastrous, 
yet profits have been as scarce as 
in the sister trade, and the aver- 
age of the year is far from satisfactory 
for the welfare of our port. 

The Ist January 1869, found us 
with an Export of 40,700 bales against 
32,900 bales in 1868, and prices at 
‘Tis. 590 for No. 3 Teatlees, or, at an ox- 
change of 5s. 11}d. 1s. 6d. per Ib. 
above home rates. Little activity was 
displayed in the transactions of the firat 
quarter, although a fair amount of silk 
found its way into foreign hands in 
barter against imports, and that, in 
spite of an advancing exchange. 

Re-reeled silks being in large supply, 
were offered and taken at low rates; 
but being badly prepared and heavily 
drugged they eventually lost money, 
and nasted home manufactorers to 
such an extent that, now, even honestly 
prepared re-reels only sell at a beavy 
loss. The season 1868-1869 closed on 
tue 31st May with an export of:— 

46,780 Balen, 

against 41460 yy for seavon 1667-8, 

and 25,520 yy ditto 1866-7, 
and exemplified the bad effects of send- 
ing bome large shipmonts early in the 
season : 27,000 bales had been export- 
ed in the first threo months, causing 
much depression in Europe, and losses 
to merchants; and the home markets 
only recovered their buoyancy the fol- 
lowing spring ; better news and higher 
quotations reached bere in May, when 
reports of “dull markets and low 
prices” would have given a much heal- 
thier tone to our opening rates for new 
sill. 

‘The senson 1869-70 opened in June, 
at Tis. 550 for No. 3 Tsatlees ; without. 
much excitement however, although this 
price, at exch. 6s. 2d., showed a slight 
margin on bome rates, for the reports 
of the China Crop were very satisfnc- 
tory, and snpplies for the season expect 
ed to reach 50,000 bales; and soon after 
the first purchases, the telegraph flashed 
its news of the success of the Crop in 
Enrope, where 3 million Japan cards 
had produced an increase of 25 per 
cent in the supply of Silk, Such ad- 
vices were calculated to stop business; 
but cheering signs were found on this 
side, in the unexpected bat gradually 
substantiated reports, that the China 
Crop had turned out badly, and that 
the total supply would barely exceed 
38,000 bales. A decline in exchangealso 
facilitated business and, at the end of 
Angust, the export stood at the satis- 
factory figure for shippers of 14,330 
bales, against 25,840 bales in 1868 ; 
thirds at Tis. 560, being, at exch. 5s. 
11}d., about 9d. per Ib. above home 
rates. 

New season’s Silk appenrs to have 
been received with favor at home, and 
Thirds advanced to 29s. per Ib. This 
gave confidence on our side, and a fairly 
active demand existed throughout Sep- 
tember and October, Prices, however, 
did not shew much alteration, owing to 
the advance in exchange to 6s, 1d. en 
haneing the cost of purchases. Tho 
increased supply of European Silks ap- 
pears then to have been somewhat lost 
sight of, prices for these sorts declined 
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stendily, and, with political uneasiness 
and the illuess of the French Emperor, 
Tome markets became very depressed 
and prices for our: staple gave way, in 
spite -of short supplies and healthy 
statistics. This, and. uusatisfactory ac- 
count sales, caused a slight decline 
here, both in exchange and prices; the 
lowest point being reached early in 
December, when No. 3 Tsatleos touch- 
ed Tis, 540 and exchange 5s. 11S—6d. 
per Ib, higher than the lowest point 
touched at home. 

Since then business has been looking 
up a little, and the year closes with 
better news from home, and the follow- 
ing healthy Sgares: 





Probab A 
velba htt | 

lespors Stock th cud of Tato 
ete sea 2 
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Haining silks were in special request 
early in the season, and the frst parcels 
that reached London sold at a profit; 
but the supply soon exceeded the de- 
mand, and Inte reports speak of heavy 
losses: later in the year common 
Tsatlees sold freely, owing to their pro- 
fitable out-turn early in the season; bat 
‘a special demand always results in over 
supply, and it is to be feared that com. 
mon ‘T'satlees will share the fate of 
Hainings. 

‘We cannot close our short summary, 
without pointing at a dangor which 
threatons the silk trade: a heavy 
weight will be imposed on this staple— 
if the export duty is doubled as pro- 

osed—in the new revised treaty. Silk 
3s, 80 to speak, the “scape goat” of 
Chiua; a rebellion, an inundation, a 
famine or any other call on the au- 
thorities for money, is usually followed 
by a now impost on silk; and as for- 
eigners would refuse to submit to such 
infractions of treaty stipulations, the 
mandarins levy these taxes on the pro- 
ducers aud dealers; and silk, before 
it reaches the hands of foreiguers, has 
to pa 
Upeouiitey, (exacted from peo- 

tier ait packers." Ma, 27.80 por peu 

















42.00 por pleul. 


Total 





or 183 per cent more than the duty 
and transit daty fixed by treaty; the 
39,000 bales exported in 1869 have thus 
cost 1s. 4d. per lb. more than they 
should have dono, had the treaty been 
properly observed; and £200,000, or 
1s, per 1b, all round on this silk, 
would not have beon amiss with the 
silk trade in these bad times. Now, we 
are threatened with an extra daty of 
Tis. 10 per pecnl—anothior £100,000, to 
come out of the very «problematical 
profits of 1870. Woe trust that the 
Home government will have more con- 
cern for the welfare of the trade than 
to, sauction such a step. 





Sumnary of Hews. 





The English mail of the 19th Nov. and 
the American mail ofthe 4th December, 
both arrived on the 7th instant ; their tele- | 
‘graphic advices had been anticipated, a | 


‘We reprint to-day, in a supplement, the 
able and exhaustive despatch which has 
been addressed by the Shanghai Chamber 
of Commerce to Earl Clarendon, regard- 
ing the new treaty. We refer to the N.-C. 
Herald of Nov. 30th, for a report of the 
discussion on the new treaty, when the 
letter was resolved on; our last number 
contained a report of the discussion which 
took place at the meeting when it was ap- 
proved. 

The schooner Ada has been lost, on the 
Saddle Islands. She appears to have been 
set on to them by a strong southerly cur- 
rent, during foggy weather, and finally to 
have been caught by a violent burst of 
wind, which took her aback and rendered 
her unmanageable in the heavy sea, Three 
out of eighteen hands were lost; the ro- 
mainder owe their safety to the energetic 
and intelligent assistance of Mr. Coates of 
the Pilot schooner Syren, who, seeing the 
wreck, landed on the opposite side of the 
island, crossed it and threw a line to the 
wreck, by which thoso on board were 
hauled one by one up the face of the cliff. 
We hear that tho Captain has asked that 
Court of enquiry may be held into the 
circumstances of the wreck. 

Admiral Sir Henry Kellett arrived on 
Saturday evening, in the Salamis, from 
Ningpo. ‘He is staying with H.B.M. Con- 
sul, and is likely, we believe, to remain here 
a week or ten days. 

1t is again reported that Dr. Winchester 
will return to Shanghai, about August 
next, to assume charge of the British 
Consulate, 

We have referred more than once to the 
efforts China is making to strengthen her 
armament, and have described the re- 
sources of the Foochow arsenal, and the 
condition of the troops in Chihli. To-day, 
wo continue the subject, by a sketch of the 
Arsenal working at Shanghai. 

We have received a copy of the second 
annual Report of the Hongque hospital 
and dispensary for Chinese, which was 
established in 1868, under the auspices of 
the Revd. E. H. Thompson and of Dr. 
Macgowan ; but which has now passed 
under the management of the Revd. R. 
Nelson, and under tho professional care of 
Drs. Thin and Henderson. We are glad 
to see that the hospital has flourished du- 
ring the year. New buildings have been 
erected at acost of $729. Including this 
expense, the outlay has been $1,532, against 
an income of $1,520, leaving a deficit of 
$12. A vast deal of relief, both surgical 
and medical, has been afforded to appli- 
cants. 

As one or two persons havo written, ask- 
ing about the promised index to the V. @ 
Herald of 1869, we may mention that, what 
with the Hong List and other business 
incidental to this time of the year, we have 
not yet been able to print it; but it shall be 
circulated about the end of the month, if 
subscribers will defer binding their volumes 
for a week or two. 

A Pexixo correspondent writes that 
‘Wensiang, the second member (in rank) 
of the Tsungli Yamen, who has been 
seriously ill, is better and likely to be 
able soon to resume his dutics. This 
is a matter for congratulation, as Wen- 
































week previously, vii Kiachta. 


siang was the most agreeable and intel- 


ligent member of the Cabinet, in his 
intercourse with Foreign Ministers, and 
the most favourably disposed towards pro- 
gressive views. One other member of the 
Board, Siu, has recently died at his home, 
in Shansi ; and a third, Chung-lun, now 77 
years old, is unable to do much public 
work. These circumstances have led to 
the appointment of three new members— 
Shen-kwei-fen and two men whose names 
have not reached us. 

‘The appointment of Mr Thomas Adkins, 
late Her Majesty’s Vico-Consnl at Shang- 
hai, to be consul at Newcuwano, haa been 
gazetted, in London. 

MM. de Rochechouart is still at Noaxzixo, 
pressing for settlement of the French com- 
plaints; we hear that several of the rioters 
have been punished, and debarred from 
competing in the literary examinations. 
‘The compensation claimed on behalf of 
the English missionaries, amounting to 
$1,730, has been paid into H. B, M. Con- 
sulate. Nothing, however, has been yet 
been settled as to the punishment of the 
culprits, and the issue of a proclamation ; 
these matters remain to be pressed on the 
Viceroy. 

The opportunity of Sir R. Alcock’s visit 
to Swarow has been taken by tho British 
residents to present to him a memorial 
which, together with H. E. reply, will be 
found elsewhere. 

A correspondent sendy us an amusing 
account, written in the highest strain of 
hyperbole, of a regatta which lately took 
place at Taxow. 

‘Mr. Dabry has taken ap the post of 
French Consul at Caxtox. The China Mait 
says that Baron Richthofen left Canton 
on the 30th ultimo, on his way to the 
North, overland, having abandoned his 
idea of penetrating into Yunnan, owing 
to the unsettled stato of the country 
and tho difficulties that would probably 
be found insurmountable after reaching 
tho districts that are in rebellion. He 
intends to travel to Pekin vii Hunan, 
Hlupeh, &e.” We aro glad of this change 
in the Baron's intention, Tt is right that, 
as Shanghai supplies the means, the dis- 
tricts in which Shanghai is more immedi- 
ately interested, should first have his atten- 
tion. Sir R. Alcock left Canton for Ma- 
cao on the 29th ultimo. Visits had been 
interchanged between him and the native 
authorities, at the former city. 

‘The Daily Press contains an interesting 
account of a large Sugar refinery at Hoxo- 
oxe. When some new machinery, which 
has lately arrrived, is fixed, the factory 
will be capable of turning ont 40 tons of 
sugar aday. The enterpriso is said to bo 
progressing satisfactorily, and is an import- 
ant feature in the commercial progress of 
the Colony. 

Tho Nacasaxt Shipping List records the 
arrival of Sir Harry Parkes on a visiting 
tour, and hopes “ ho will not forget to en- 
quire into the persecntion of the Chris- 
tians at Goto and Hirado, which is now 
going on, and with great cruelty.” It also 
mentions the sale by public auction, at 
Yokohama, of the Ellen Hood for $ 8,100 ; 
at Kobe and of the French barque Assur- 
ance for $ 3,200. A violent storm burst 
over Nagasaki on the night of the 30th 














ulto, and news of shipping which may have 
been outside, is looked for with interest. 
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Gilitoyial Selections. 





THE SHANGHAI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Fora meeting held on New Year's ever 
the last meeting of the Chamber of Com- 
Commerce was a remarkably busy one, 
and remarkable interest, was shown in 


the questions raised. It promised to be 
amere formal gathering, to give public 
sanction to the. able letter to Lord Cla- 
rendon, on which judgement had already 
been passed in private; but, actually, 
more subjects were taken up thanat the 
recentannual meeting. Unquestionably, 
the most important measure resolved 
on—not so much in itself, as in the 
action it portends—was the increase 
to the annual subscription from Tls. 25 
to Tis. 50. There was a strong fe 
against the change at the outset, because 
the reason for it was uot clearly appre- 
ciated; but we were surprised, after the 
explanation given by the Committee, to 
find it still opposed by so large a mi- 
nority. Energetic in many respects as 
the Shanghai community is, it has been 
apathetic in the present crisis where 
concerted and sustained action was re- 
quired, to atta 


















n important general 
end. Each individual member of it, 
probably, has perseveringly anathema- 
tised Mr, Burlingame and his friends, 
throughout the past year; but endea- 
yours made to organise a combined op- 
osition, failed completely. Some men 
joined heartily in the project, but others 
Wwere content with their own private 
process of objection, or argued that ac- 
tion, here, was useless, becanse people at 
home could not be induced to join in 
the movement. And even now, whon 
the gentlemen forming the Committee 
of the Chamber come forward and 
offer to take up the onerous task, which 
a “ China Association” was to have per- 
formed, ten out of twenty-three members 
are found to demur. Yet, as one of the 
speakers practically observed, under no 
other circumstances could one quarter 
of the work be obtained at the same 
light cost. The income raised last year 
from the subscription of fifty-four mem- 
bers, was Tis. 1,350. ‘The proposal to 
double the rate would make the annual 
cost of the important labour which the 
Committee promises, Tis. 2,700. It ean 
hardly be said that this is a large sum, 
divided among the mercantile com- 
munity of a port whose annual trade 
exceeds £30,000,000. sterling. Neither 
can it well be urged that the task 
awhich the Committee have undertaken, 
is unnecessary. All previous experience 
has shown that the course of policy on 
which Mr. Burlingame's misrepresen- 
tations have induced the British Go- 
vernment to enter, is dangerous to 
ihe general interesis of trade and to 
the security of our political relatio: 
It is in the highest degree imp 
tant, therefore, that these misrepre- 
sentations should be combatted, by a 
statement of the actual position, and 
the logic of facts arrayed against base- 
less theories, No one individual can 
separate his fortunes from the rest, 
and say he is content to follow his 
own path with utter disregard for 
the political position; for, as we havo 
said before, an erroneous policy im- 
plies danger to our relations with 
China, and a danger to oue is a danger 
to all; our interests are identical. If 














| the Committee throw themselves engi 
getically into the task which they have 
undertaken, and succeed in obviating 
this danger, and in creating, at home, a 
mere true impression regarding China 
and the character and designs of Chi- 
nese officials, they will deserve the 
hearty respect and gratitude of their 
fellow-residents. 

The lucid and able letter which we 
print to-day, is an earnest of their 
work. Its language is guardedly tem- 
perate, bat the facts and arguments 
arrayed must carry weight with 

ny one not fauatically prejudiced. 
ve is nv reason to believe that Lord 
Clarendon or Mr. Otway are so. They 
have been simply misled, by a totally 
incorrect statement of the case; and 
will, no doubt, acquiesce in the trath, 
if the trath is put, as it can be put, 
clearly and logically before them. But 
the day is past when a Foreign Secre- 
tary could direct our policy with China 
at will, in virtue of its remoteness. 
The Press has now acquired preponder- 
ating influence on public opinion ; aud 
the utterances of Parliamentary speak- 
ers reflect this opinion, and the Govern- 
ment is guided by it.’ It is necessary, 
therefore, not ouly to combat Lord 
Clarendon’s and Mr. Otway’s miscou- 
ceptions, but to take care that the argu- 
ments used to them shall reach also the 
ear of a Public already predisposed in 
our disfavoar. The several Chambers of 
Commerce, at Home, offer one obvious 
means of reaching an important section 
of the public; but the publication of 
essays on the political situation, in 
influential home papers, is needed to 
complete the task. It is not to be ex- 
pected that the Committee of the Cham- 
ber can carry out the entire programme, 
to the fullextent that might be desired; 
but they can, and promise to, do much; 
and they may cause much to be done by 
others. It is surprising how much can 
be effected, by a few able and energetic 
men working together, perseveringly, for 
a given object. 











CONSULS. 


Tur address which bas been presented 
to Mr. Alabaster, on leaving Swatow, 
does honour alike to the community 
and to their departing Consul. It is 
clear that both have worked together, 
and laboured, under the direction of 
common sense, for the general good. 
It is strange how rave it is to find a 
man who takes a comprehensive view 
of his position and responsibilities. 
There are several classes of officials; 
amd we are all of us, after a ceriain 
period of residence in China, qualified 
to sketch their various characteristics. 
Some are saturated with the Chinese 
language and literature. A long resi- 
dence in the conutry has almost de- 
nationalized them, and they feel more 
sympathy with the customs of the 
Central Land, than with the manners 
of Western States. ‘They aro exaspe- 
rated into persistence in their error, by 
too vehement remonstrauce; and so, 
lin process of time, a really able and 
moderately patriotic young Briton, de- 
generates into a sarcastic reviler of the 
customs of the mother land, and per- 
haps a copyist of some of the least 
worthy poiuts in the mandarin governed 

















merchant is made in vain, to ears that 
only ring with the various modulations 
of the “tones,” and the complaint of 
the aggrieved foreigner is au cimpty 
sound, when the official mind is ab- 
sorbed in the lessons of the Tzu-erh-chi. 
We are far from advocating the ex- 
ploded doctrine that any first comer is 
fit for the post of Consul, and that a 
training in special Oriental studies is 
needless; but we have had too much 
of this in many ports and places, and 
therefore we recognize with pleasure 
a Chinese student unspoiled by Chi- 
nese. There are other Consuls whose 
policy is diflerent. We sometimes meet 
with men who are sublimely indifferent 
alike to native aud to foreign appeals. 
We believe that they are sinologues, 
but we must acqnit them of any Chi- 
nese prefereuces ; We believe that they 
are the loyal subjects of the Queen, but 
we canuot discover that they have auy 
bias in favour of Britain, These avo 
Consuls, who albeit they attain not 
unto the first rank in prejudice, are 
certainly inferior to them in learn. 
ing and consistency. The Consul who 
is only great ab a crisis, is a third typo; 
aud we have, with all bis faults, a far 
greater respect for him than for the 
others. He already sees himself iu an- 
ticipation an_“Buvoy Extraordinary 
aud Minister Plenipotentiary ;” holding 
the tangled and many coloured threads 
of diplomacy in-his hand, without con- 
fasing them, and swaying with a mas- 
ter’s skill the timid, hectoring crowd 
of Pekin. satraps. But we cannot al- 
ways be in a 3 and there are 
routine duties which have as imperative 
claim on a Consul’s notice, as those 
exceptional measures whi..h are thrast 
upon him when the literati ave in arms 
and the gun-boats in demand. Lt is, 
however, very rare to meet with an 
official who masters the details of daily 
work, and also possesses the ability to 
conduct a difficult negotiation and to 
avert au impending war by a display 
of timely firmness. 

Above all, it is rare to find a Consul 
who remembers, constantly, what he is 
employed by his Governmont to do. 
‘The address and testimonial presented 
by the residents at Swatow to the 
retiring representative of Great Britain, 
prove that Mr. Alabaster is one of those 
who do take a practical -and simple 
view of his position. It is probably 
not easy to learn to do only the work 
you are sent to do, without bauker- 
jug after something else. A man may 
want to earn the fame of a great Chie 
nese scholar, or he may want to earn 
the fame of a vigorous diplomatist, or 
he may regard the post as altogether a 
sinecure, aud desire to enjoy the life of 
a bon rivant; but it is, unfortunately, too 
true that the number of mon who gird 
themselves to discharge the fauctions 
of their office, and who aro content to 
be useful to their fellow countrymen 
abroad, is not large. The retiring consal 
at Swatow is sensible enough to admit 
that he has gradually “learnt the les- 
son that, if you will carefully seek out 
the objects most needed by those whose 
interests are placed in your hands, aud 
diligently strive to attain them, you 
need not fear lack of appreciation.” ‘Tho 
duties of a consul, like the duties of all 
human beings, are those that lie nearest 








Middle Kingdom. The appeal of the ; to us; and it is only by identifying our- 
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selves with our nationals that these can 
be effectually done. Wherever a wish 
is manifested on the part of the repre- 
sentative of a government, to co-operate 
with the subjects of that government, 
good results eusue; wherever the two 
powers are in antagonism, the native 
steps in and, stealthily but surely, gains 
on the Foreigner. 





CHINESE TEACHERS, 
Tuere are signs in many places that, 
before long, the Chinese language will 
be more generally studied by foreigners 


at the ‘Treaty Ports. The altered 
conditions of the trade are becom- 
ing . every day better understood, 
and therefore we shall find mer- 
chants adopting the best means of 
advantageous communication with the 
natives, ‘The question of the selection of 
a teacher and amethod, then, becomes 
ono of primary importance. Weal of us 
have a distinct idea of the typical Chi- 
nese teacher. Hoe is a plausible smooth 
well-dressed native, remarkable for ex- 
treme patience. He appears generally 
early in the day, and is viewed, on cold 
mornings especially, with aversion bor- 
dering ou. disgust. He does not know 
a syllable of English or of any language 
that we know. ‘This is supposed to be 
an advantage, and to facilitate our 
mutual understanding of each other 
meauing. He obliges us, very early in 
our intercourse, to buy a Chinese 
inkstand, some Chineso ink and a quan- 
tity of soft paper. He teaches us with 
great pains and Inbonr how we are to 
hold a pencil, and obliges us to copy 
characters that wo scarcely ever mect 
with in common life. When we speak, 
le makes sounds wulike any we have 
ever heard before, and unlike any we 
ever wish to hear again. These we 
try to imitate, and after each of our 
efforts, the literate person grauts. 
However, somehow, unpromising as 
the commencement appears to be, we 
in time learn a variety of words and 
phrases from this odd instructor. The 
next step is a perilous one; embold- 
ened by repeated trials and approba- 
tion, wo essay to spenk a few words 
in private to our personal  servitor, 
He apprehends us with reluctance 
and difficulty, and — subsequontly 
spenks to us in the purest “ pidgin 
English” he can muster. Still we are 
resolute aud porsevere in our design, 
aml once more venture to “tackle” a 
native, at the dinner table, in the pre- 
sence of our messmates, The act is a 
rash one, and is visited accordingly. 
‘he Cantonese butler dreads nothing 
50 much as his master attaining a fami- 
liavity with the language of the country, 
and consequently Le of course purposely 
misunderstands you. The spectacle you 
make iu the eyes of your acquaintances 
is Iudicrous. All those persons who 
have never made the attempt to learn 
tho language that you are learning, feel 
a secret joy at your discomfitare. You 
have probably assumed airs of superi- 
ority when leaving the whist table early, 
in order to ris betimes ; and your cra- 
ving for knowledge and ostentationsself- 
abnegation have irritated weaker ves- 
sels. Now it is their-hour of triumph, 
and they say plainly with their lips, or at 
least imply by their manner, that it is 
evident the study is a mistake. What 
is the use, they seem to say, of “rising 











up early” for six months, and awaken- 
ing your neighbours by the utterances 
of horrid guttural sounds at unearthly 
hours if, at the end of the long toil, you 
ouly make a ridicalous exhibition of 
yourself, and cannot ask for a news- 
paper, the mustard, Webster's diction- 
ary, or some olives, ina lingo that 
your servant can understand? And 
then follow, with malicious readiness, 
a siring of anecdotes more or less 
personal in their character, whereof 
the moral is the uselessness of the 
Chinese language. The story of the 
would-be sinolugue who said “ping,” 
“a soldier,” when be meant “ping,” 
“ice ;” the story of the official sino- 
logue who used the wrong “le;” the 
story of the Missionary sinologae who, 
through ignorance of the tones, tanght 
false doctrine. These, and a dozen 
more stories are told with eagerness 
and fluency, and you are well nigh 
langhed out of your good resolution. 
Still, if you have common sense, you 
persevere through good report and 
evil report, and in time the reward 
comes. There are few more enjoyable 
sensations than that of conversing with 
tolerable freedom, for the first time, in 
an acquired language; and the insight 
we gain into native. modes of thought 
is well worth the trouble we have un- 
dergone on the cold mornings. 

Still there is no use in persisting in 
s0 cumbrous a method, when wo have 
the means of improvement. There is 
little doubt that the popular plan of 
learning Chinese is very clamsy, and 
that a Foreign teacher ‘with tact and 
experience, would soon effect a most 
favourable revolation. A recent writer 
in the Supreme Court Gazette has point- 
ed out tho errors in the present system, 
with great clearness. ‘The whole ap- 
paratus of brushes and red paper is a 
lic of barbarism. A man with a 
printed Chinese Book and an English 
pencil, may do far more than he will do 
by running on in the old groove. It is 
trne that Chinese isa matter of time. 
The most acute san who only gives 
two hours a day, will be beaten in the 
race by a dallard who gives four; but 
there is no wisdom in maltiplying dif- 
ficulties when the study at its best 
estate is so irksome and so ardn- 
ous. We would 
teachers and foreign classes more nn- 
merous than they are at present, and 
hope that the members of the Mis- 
ary body will find it possible to 
give some attention to tho formation of 
them. 
























JAPAN. 


Tene has been frequent occasion, of 
late, to admire the intelligent appre- 
ciation, by the Japanese, of the foreign 
appliances brought to their notice. 
Though their firstintimaterelations with 
foreigners date nearly twenty years after 
the treaty of Nanking, they bad bought 
steamers, and learned to work them, 
erected foundries and accepted bonded 
warehouses, before the Chinese had be- 
gan to think of them. Only two years 
ago, we had the remarkable spectacle 
of arevolution in favour of a system 
of parliamentary government—crude, 
itis true, bat evidently adapted from 
foreign models; and now, before the 
country is well settled after the throes 
of civil war, we hear that a railway 





270 miles long is to be constracted 
from Yeddo to Kioto—between the 
sacred city of the Mikado and the late 
capital of the Tycoons. The Japan 
Times confirms the report which we 
made public, a few days ago, that a con- 
tract for the consiraction of this railway 
has been concluded by Mr. H. N, Lay, 
who has been, for some months past, 
negociating it. Mr. Lay, we are told, 
“represents a few capitalists who have 
entrasted him with large sums of mo- 
ney to be lent to the Japauese Gover 
ment for the constraction of repro- 
ductive public w and of this he 
advances one million sterling for the 
construction of a line from Yeddo to 
Kioto, to be built by-English Engi- 
neers of high standing. The railway 
will be the property of the Govern- 
ment, and a lieu on its receipts will be 
guarantee for the interest of the loan.” 


Tt was remarked some time ago that, 
if nothing else wonld move the Chinese, 
they might be reached through their 
national conceit ; but it is to be feared 
this very quality, which would with any 
other people be a vulnerable point, is 
to them a plate of extra thickness. 
They seem to faucy themselves so 
immeasurably superior, thatthe senso 
of shame cannot touch them. If there 
is a difference between the ways of 
the Central Land and thoso of Outer 
Nations, it follows, as a matter of poli- 
tical and geographical certainty, that 
the Outer Nation must be wrong. 
Scorn falls harmless from their armour 
of vanity; and redounds, in their mind, 
to the discredit of those who utter it. 
It may be good for you, but it is not 
good for us, is the reply; and the dis- 
ciple of Confucius resumes his straggle 
back towards the perfection of antiqui- 
ty,—leaving one province over-crowd- 
ed, and another waste; an unemployed 
army at the capital, and a successtal in- 
surgent kingdom in Yaunan,—rather 
than accept steam-carriage, a8 means 
of discharging the surplus population or 
produce of one, into the wastes of the 
other; orof moving the idle soldiery of 
Peking, to a stage where they could be 
usefully employed. Mavhinery has been 
accepted for the manufacture of weap- 
ons of war; but rather, it is to be 
feared, with the idea of making fire 
fight | fire ; of making foreigners 
farnish weapons that may be used 
against themselves ; of making steam 
supply, in one shape, means of resist- 
ing its ingress in another—than with 
any trae desire for progress, or intelli- 
gent wish to possess appliances of a 
higher excellence. If bows and arrows 
would answer their purpose, they would 
prefer going -back to a hand-lathe, to- 
morrow. The only accusation bronght 
agaiust the Japanese is that they are go- 
ing too fast ; adopting things imitative 
ly, before they can properly understand 
them. But at least they show a mar- 
vellons intelligence in the selection; 
and their last decision, to constract a 
railway from Yeddo to Kioto, is consis- 
tent with the wise appreciation of 
Western knowledge that they have 
previously shown, ‘The frequent visits 
Japanese have paid to Europe havo 
borne fruit. Result to China, from 
Pin’s journey, or from the Barlingame 
mission—nnless, perhaps, a moremark- 
ed tendency to be insolent and obstract- 
ive,—has not yet appeared. 
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THE SHANGHAI ARSENAL. 


‘The Kiangnan Arsenal, situated on the 
left bank of the Wongpoo, about two miles 
above Tun:ka-doo, cannot fail to engage 
the attention of those who pass that way 
in making excursions up the country. The 
tall chimneys, the residences of the Foreign 
Engineers, the college just completed, the 
little town where the native mechanics 
live, the rows of workshops, foundries and 
godowns, the dockyard where two steamers 
are being built, and the wharf with vessels 
loading and unloading, present a scene of 
activity not unlike some of our large esta- 
Dlishments at home. The rapidity with 
which such an extensive place has sprung 
up and is still enlarging, contrasts strongly 
with what is generally expected from the 
dilatory government of China. It is to be 
regretted that there is no carriage road 
from the settlement by which a place of 
such interest and importance cau be reach- 
ed. The distance in a direct line across 
the fields from Overweg’s Bungalow on the 
Si-ka-way road, is barely above a mil 

The Arsenal is known to the Chinese 
under different names, The official name 
is Kiang-nan-shih-tsao-tsung-chil, or the 
‘Kiangnan General Factory. Another name 
is Kao-chang-miao or the temple of lofty 
effulgence, which is derived from a small 
temple of this name standing on the East 

ide of the entrance gate. In the topogra- 

phies of Shanghai, this temple is noted for 
the peach orchards in its vicinity, which 
are said to produce the finest peaches in 
this part of the province. In Spring these 
orchards in full bloom present a beautiful 
appearance. The commonest name by 
which the Arsenal is known is the P'ao- 
cha or Gun Factory. 

‘This establishment dates its origin from 
the year 1865, when: Ting yih-chang, at 
that time Taotai of Shanghai, commenced 
a small manufactory at Hongque under the 
direction of Tséng-kwo-fan and Li-hung- 
chang. A foreign anperintendent, assisted 
by some two or three Foreign Engineers 
with about fifty Chinese workmen, com- 
posed the staff. A small steam-engine was 
employed to turn the machinery. Muskets, 











considerable number. 


‘The site of the present Arsenal was 
fixed upon and purchased in 1867. During 
the following year the machinery was mo- 
ved overfrom the establishment at Hongque 
into the new bnildings which had been 
erected. The number of operatives was 
then gradually increased, and work on a 
much larger scale was planned. The ma- 
chinery of course had to be increased in 
proportion, the greater part being made on 
the premises. 

During the year just past, the site and 
buildings of the Arsenal, being still far too 
contracted for the extensive operations car- 
ried on, a large space was purchased and 
annexed on the North-west side. The whole 
extent of ground now cccupied is estimated 
at above one hundred mow, the greater 
part of which will ere long be covered with 
buildings, 








The machinery at present consists of the 
the usual appliances for the manufacture 
of cannon, rifles, and steam-engines in all 
their details. The newest improvements in 
every case have been adopted, where prac- 
ticable. In a short time large rolling mills 
and other requisite machinery for manu- 
facturing bar and plate iron will be in ope- 
ration. The whole of the lathes, planing 
machines, rolling machines, hammers, saws 
&., are at present worked by two steam 
engines. 

In the dockyard there are two steamers 
being built, one of which is near comple- 
tion. The three gunboats already launched 
are so well known in Shanghai that it is 
superfluous to attempt to describe them. 
‘The last one was launched with her boilers 
and engines already fixed. Larger steamers 
will hereafter be built, either for transport 
service or ships of war. The success of the 
boilers and engines manufactured, under 
many disadvantages, in the Arsenal, shows 
the perfection which is aimed at and at- 
tained by the foreign engineers. ‘The dock 
when completed will accommodate vessels 
as large a any the Government is ever 
likely to build. 

‘The whole responsibility and control of 
the Arsenal devolres upon the General 
Managers Fung and Ching, who reside in 
the official quarters, and with whom are 
associated aa a matter of necessity the Tao- 
tai of Shanghai, the Arsenal being situated 
within his jurisdiction, ‘There are several 
secondary officials who assist in the detail 
of management. Each department has also 
its petty official, who acts as overseer to 
control the native workmen when at their 
duties, and ensure that the directions and 
instructious of the foreign engineers are 
properly attended to and carried out. The 
native mechanics number nearly 500, and 
are paid by the managers according to their 
supposed qualifications from seven or eight 
to seventy or eighty dollars per month. In 
addition there are generally about 500 
Inbourers and coolies working in different 
parts of the premises. The hours of labour 
are from 7.30 A. st. to noon, and from 1.30 
to dem. 

The entire working of the establishment 
is under the Superintendence of Mr. Falls, 


| who has held this office sinee the Arsenal 
shell and cannon were made there inj 


was commenced at Hongque. His services 
have been well appreciated by the Imperial 
Government, and acknowledged by the Les- 
towal of the privilege of wearing the but- 
ton and feather of the fourth degree of 
military rank. Mr. Falls is assisted by 
about ten foreign engineers acting in the 
different capacities of draughtsmen, fore- 
‘men, founders, &¢., two of whom have also 
received official honours from the Govern- 
ment. 


‘The current expenditure amounts at pre- 
sent to something like 150,000 taels per 
annum. The whole sum expended since 
the commencement, is estimated at about 
a million of tacls. ‘The greater part of the 
funds are drawn from the Imperial Bfari- 
time Customs of Shanghai. It is said 
that one-fifth of the Customs duties re- 
ceived at this port is regularly set apart 
for this purpose, and when this sum is 
not sufficient, the deficiency is made up 


by the Provincial Government from the 
l-kim and other taxes. 

After the Chinese New Year, the most 
advanced among the scholars of the Taotai’s 
school in the city, who have been taught 
English by the Rev. Y.J. Allen, will be 
removed to the new College just erected 
within the Arsenal. This building is rather 
a handsome piece of Chinese architecture, 
enclosing a square, and having verandahs 
all round, both inside and ont. It will 
accommodate fifty students on the ground 
floor. The whole upper story is to be de- 
voted to the translation department. 

‘The course of instruction to be pursued 
by the students of the College, will have 
reference to the work carried cn in the 
arsenal, and will be practical as well as 
theoretical. It is wod to begin with 
a course of mathematics, geography, draw- 
ing and other elementary subjects; but 
eventually the students will have to be 
divided into classes for mining and metal- 
lurgy, the manufacture of fire-arms, steam- 
engines and other machinery, naval archi- 
tecture, seamanship and navigation, and 
naval and military tactics. 


Text books translated into Chineso,, will 
be used for all these subjects as far as pos- 
le, and foreign languages only taught to 
aclass of interpreters. The number of 
available text-books already translated into 
Chinese is at present very limited. Works 
on Arithmetic, Algebra, Euclid’s Elements, 
Differential and Integral calculus, Astro- 
nomy, and the steam-engine have been 
translated at different times, and published 
by Mr. Wylie; mechanics by Revd J. Ed- 
kins ; Physical and Political Geography 
by the Revd. W. Muirhead ; and natural 
Philosophy by Dr. Martin, Dr. Macgowan 
has contributed a largo treatise in eight 
Chinese volumes on Geology, Mineralogy 
&e, Mr. Fryer has been translating at the 
Arsenal for some time, where he has com- 
pleted works on Practical Geometry, coal 
mining and chemistry, and hos other books 
in the course of translation which are to be 
completed and printed during the year. 
The Revd Karl Kreyer has just been ad- 
ded to the staff of translators. This 
department has a small scientific li- 
brary, together with alaboratory and small 
collection of Philosophical instruments ; 
and will receive considerable additions 
during the present year. 














In conclusion it may be added that the 
efficient state of the Arsenal as exhibited 
in the several departments by the eco- 
nomy which has been exercised, and the 
quality as well as the quantity of the work 
produced, proves that the Chinese Govern- 
ment has been fortunate in its selection, 
both of native officials and foreign engineers. 
Very rapid progress has already been made 
by the Chinese Mechanics in learning the 
different branches of work, and great efforts 
are about to be made to learn the theoreti- 
cal as well as the practical part of engin- 
eering ; yet the time is still distant when 
the Chinese government will be able to 
dispense with the superintendence and 
instructions of Foreign Engineers, in this 
or any other of their Arsenals. 
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@Outports. 





‘NGANKING. 


M. de Rochechouart is still at Ngan- 
king, and negociations with reference 
to the late missionary troubles are pro- 
gressing satisfactorily. A plot of land, 
Measuring about 30 mow, within the 
walls of Nganking, is to be made over 
to the Jesuit Fathers, as a site for a 
ion house and a church. Proclama- 
tions setting forth the fault of the literati, 
and asserting the right of missionaries 
to preach freely, have been posted in pub- 
Tic places, while there were still some 
5000 students remaining in the city. One 
of the rioters has been condemned to 100 
blows and two months cangue, and, with 
several others, has been degraded and 
cluded from the examinations. Warning is 
givenin the proclamations, that this punish- 
ment willbe incurred in future, by all those 
who excite similar troubles—in addition to 
the ordinary penalties of the law. 

Inthe case of a row which occurred 
lately at Kinto-shien —where several con- 
verts were killed, and the property of a 
large number pillaged—the arrest of the cul- 
prits indiested has been ordered, and their 
execution if found guilty, is promised ; 
Care for the sufferers is’ also promised 
compensation to them for their losses, and 
their re-establishment in their homes. 
~ The corporal punishment and deyrada- 
tion of the rioters, and their exclusion 
from the examinations, is a severe and ap- 
propriate punishment; and, if honestly 
carried out, should tend to check such out- 
breaks in future. But much depends on 
this assunption—of sincerity. 




















swaTow, 


‘The opportunity of Sir Rutherford Al- 
cock’s visit to Swatow, has been taken by 
the British community, to present him the 
following addr 





Swarow, 24th Nov. 1869. 

Str,—Though few in number, we are not 
the less sincere when we address your Ex- 
cellency on this occasion—perhaps the last 
we may have—to express our thanks for 
what you have done to further the interests 
of this Port, through the instrumentality 
of the Central Government of Peking, and 
chiefly we ate grateful to you for authoris- 
ing the formal opening of Chao-chow-foolast 
year, the advantages of which are varions. 

Among them may be mentioned— 

Astly.—A monopoly of the opium trade 
with Kiangsi through Chao-chow-foo, by 
sume ten Hongs of that city, has been 
broken up. 

2ndly.—The water communication with 
the city has been rendered safer by the 
traffic of foreigners on the river. and will 
Ve still more so when a steamer of light 
draft, now being constructed, is running 
between it and Swatow. 

‘Srdly.—So far as foreigners are concerti- 
ed (and Chinese also, if they choose to avail 
of the foreign medium for the transmission 
of their goods), certain village “black mail 
levies” are not now compulsory, and 

Lastly —A larger field is open to foreign 
enterprise which, if properly directed, may 
lead to increased consumption of British 

rics, as woll as the exports of somo 
articles of native industry. 

‘We leave it to your Excellency to judgo 
of the expediency of this measure politically, 
in connection with which the matter of 
Uctroi duties holds a prominent place. We 
are far from wishing to have undue advan- 
tages conferred on foreign trade, but there 
are so many ways in which this tax ean and 
does become a powerful agent for thwarting 
the sale of Britishamanufactures and main- 














taining the foreign merchant in ignorance | 
7 Sts | tend one with few 


of the requirements of the place oF its enpa- 
bilities of consumption, 1 





at the matter | 
becomes one of paramount importance. By , 


Chinese, acquainted with the locaity, con- 
versant with the different means of access 
to the place, able at the proper time and 
with the proper person to have recourse to 
bribes, the inconvenience is less felt ; and 
the various markets offered to them for their 
goods in transit render such taxes in many 
instances nugatory. On these grounds we 
argue that there is no undue advantage to 
the foreign merchant, if he enjoy immunity 
from such taxes, and unless it be a matter 
of congratulation that China is as she stands 
‘at present, and that we are to be content 
that she absorbs so much of our industry 
as she does, it appears an injustice that 
those who have contributed towards it nay 
soon have to vacate the field—in which 
case the commerce of the southern part uf 
the Empire would centre in Hongkong. 

Nor would that Colony derive any be- 
nefit, for, unchecked by the wholesome 
restraint of the foreigner at the minor Ports, 
manufactures sold to Chinese at Hongkong, 
and by them imported, would be easily 
subjected to any amount of taxation the 
whim or capacity of the native authorities 
might choose to impose. From another 
point of view also, viz., the immunity of 
native manufactures from such taxes, our 
proposition derives additional strength. 

Still more detrimentally does the Com- 
merce of this Port suffer from the differen- 
tial duties levied at the Harbors and places 
between this and Hongkong. Within a 
distance in direct line of 150 miles from 
Hongkong, with numerous Bays and Rivers 
available between to diminish the distance, 
it requires but a glance to comprehend how 
‘ejudicial to the interests of this Port 
e encouragement given by the local au- 
thorities to his traffic, from which they reap 
arich harvest. 

Were the Customs here less strict, or a 
trustworthy constguard organized, no ‘com- 
plaiut could stand, but constituted as i 
‘one and absent as is the other, nothing 
but disappointment can result to th 
plest commercial calculations. 

The treatment of claims against Chinese 
is also a subject which calls for improve- 
ment if not indeed total refonn. Payment 
of the best-founded claims, acknowledged 
by the defaulters as such, is subject not to 
their ability but to their weillinness to meet 
them ; and reference to the Chinese autho- 
rities is of so little avail as to be practically 
valueless, owing to the venality which per- 
vades all the Yamuns, their professions of 
bringing pressure to bear on the delinquents 
being of course at variance with fact. The 
vexation, the delay, and time uselessly 
spent in periodically bringing such clain 
to their notice through the Consul, are 
almost effectual barriers against pressing 
them at all, and a premium is thus being 
placed more and more on dishonesty. 

‘We submit with deference,— 

That where such a condition of things 
prevails, H.M. Consul should have it in his 
power to hold the Chinese autho: 
responsible for such miscarriage of justice, 
which.s0 greatly adds to the usual risks of 
t 

‘Phe disadvantage under which the British 
flag, as compared with that of other nation- 
alities, labors in the trafic with our own 
Possesions at the Straits, can only we 
should think require to be known to our 
Government, when a remedy would at once 
be found. According to the Chinese Pas- 
sengers’ Act, 1855, British vessels are liable 
to serious penalties if they carry to the 
Straits (a voyage of not more than 10 days 
duration in the North-East monsoon) more 
than one passenger to each two tons of the 
ship's register, and while no such law 
hampers the flags of other nationalities, the 
Chinese Customs authorities authorize the 
carriage of three passengers to each tice tons 

ister. As the expenses attending a ves- 

sel conveying a large number of passen- 
gers is proportionably much less than at- 
passengers, the British 

flag has been able to obtain no share in this 
trade, and the consequence has been that 






























































British interests have suffered materially 
for many years, and that, too, in a traffic 
which should be more especially theirs. 

‘The annual exodus of Chinese from this 
port alone to the Straits may be put at 
about 10,000 men, whose passage money 
averages about 33 per head, so that there is 
a loss to British shipowners of $30,000 per 
annum here (and more at the other ports), 
by the working of a law which presses 20 
unfairly. 

‘The Governor of the Straits Settlements 
has legislated for the conveyance outicards 
from these colonies, of not more than one 
passenger to each registered ton, which has 
received the sanction of the Imperial Go- 
vernment, and though we are of opinion that 
three men to every two tons register is nob 
excessive, when the duration and ease of 
the voyage to the Straits be taken into con- 
sideration, assimilation is urgently needed 
for the protection of Britinh interests 

In bringing these points to your Excel- 
lency’s notice, we venture to hope we may 
find in you an advocate of them, if not in 
their entirety, at least of such portions as 
may seem to you most in need of reform. 

Radical changes, such as the equalization 
of maritime duties on guods carried by 
foreign and native vessels—the free import 
and export of salt—the opening of other 
ports,—are perhaps subjects better mooted 
and dealt with by larger and more influen- 
tial communities, from whom also it maj 
come with better grace, to comment witl 
approbation on what we believe, from cer- 
tain despatches published in the ‘Blue 
Books,” to have been your Excellency’s 
Policy with regard to British interests dur- 
ing the term you have been the Represen- 
tative of our nationality in-China; but, 
even at the risk of being considered per- 

we ask leave toadd our mite of 
satisfaction at the course pursued by your 
Excellency on the many oceasions that have 

during the time you havo occupied 
igh position of H. M. Minister and 
Plenipotentiary in China—occasions which 
we are fully convinced required great abi- 
lity to cope with and decisive firmness to 
deal with. 

With our best wishes for your Excel- 
lency's health and distinguished future, 
we have the honor to remain, Sir, your 
most obedient Servants, 


Brapiey & Co. 
Epwarp Vincent. 
D. Hossuxszz. 
‘ToHisExcellency Sir RurneRFORD AtcocK, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, &., &¢., in China, 

















SIR BR. ALCOCK’S REPLY. 
Cawrox, Dec. 17th 1869, 


Gesrrewen,—I have to acknowledge the 
receipt of the address which circumstances 
prevented your presenting to me in person, 
during my visit to Swatow. 

Tam glad to learn from those who are 
on the spot, that many practical benefits 
have resulted from the opening of Chao- 
chow-foo Inst year, and that the efforts 
made since, to render your communications 
between’ the two ports more secure, ns well 
as to remove impediments of various kinds 
to the development of trade, have not been 
wholly unsuccessful. Your appreciation of 
those efforts and ready recognition of the 
advantages resulting, I beg to assure you, 
lose none of their value in my estimation 
from the smallness of the community you 
represent ; nor, with reference to the various 
questions raised in the course of your re- 
marks on existing disadvantages to trade, 
am T less di on that account to give 
them my best attention. In repect to the 
levy of octroi duties at Chao-chow-foo, on 
foreign goods, there can be no doubt'the 
foreign merchant is entitled by Treaty to 
lay down his goods at any Treaty Port with- 
out their being subjected toother charges 
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than the payment of the import duty ac- 
cording to Tariff ; and Chao-chow-foo being 
a Treaty Port, the levy of any octroi duty 
has very properly been resisted by H. M.’s 
‘Acting Consul. But, as you observe, the 
Chinese have many ways of evading, in 
collusion with each other, any Customs’ 
tax, or rendering nugatory any regulations. 
And if exemption of foreign goods makes 
it impossible to levy an_octroi duty on na- 
tive articles of trade, from the apparent 
injustice of such a differential duty in 
favour of the foreigner or his trade, and 
thus causes a loss of some Taels 80,000 
local revenue, as the Chinese authorities 
declare, it is possible that, rather than lose 
this, they may covertly raise obstacles to 
the trade in foreign goods either at Chao- 
chow-foo or in the interior, fatal to its pros- 
perity. While China is governed as it is, the 
Ganger of such devious courses being re- 
sorted to must always be great. This and 
many other difficulties of a similar nature, 
however, may I hope be removed, if the re- 
cent convention should come into operation. 
It is therein provided that all foreign tex- 
tile fabrics shall pass free of all charges in 
the nine provinces, whether in Chinese or 
foreign hands, on payment of the Import 
and Transit duty together, and this with- 
Out the necessity for any transit pass. ‘The 
collection of the transit duty on all such 
foreign goods being thus secured, the one 
payment is held to be an equivalent for 
every kind of inland tax that ean lawfully 
be levied. 

‘With reference to the injury inflicted 
upon the trade of Swatow by the proximity 
of Hongkong, and the further facilities 
afforded by thie absence of an effective pre- 
ventive service combined with the corrupt 
practices of the native authorities, I trust 
something may ultimately be effected to 
remedy the evil you point out, and put the 
colony and the Treaty Ports on a more 
equal footing. 

It is indeed very desirable that steps 
should be taken with a view to the adop- 
tion of more satisfactory arrangements than 
ing, between the Chinese 
1 Colonial authorities; and 
Lam, in compliance with instructions from 
Her Majesty's Gorernment, now in com- 
munication with Bis Excellency the Vice 
roy of the two Provinces, with a view to 
promote this object. ‘ 

By the mutual accord and the adoption 
of reciprocal measures on the part of the 
Chinese and the Colonial authorities, 1 see 
no reason why the intercourse between 
Hongkong and the neighbouring coast 
ahoufd not be placed on a more regular and 
satifactory footing, so as to protect the 
Chinese venue, without unreasonably 
obstructing the daily and legitimate traftic 
between the Colony and the mainland 

So far as the disposition manif 
the Viceroy to meet these view: 
cerned, there seems to be no in: 
obstacle, and any measures that will plain- 
ly tend to discourage contraband trade are 
80 obviously in the interest of the Chinese 
Government and the High Authorities who 
administer the Provinces, that they will, I 
believe, readily concur ‘in such arrange- 
ments as may at the same time be necessary 
to protect and facilitate the legitimate 
commerce of the Colony. Both must be 
provided for, however, if any practical 
zood isto restlt, and all’ the advan 
a Treaty Mort in China under closely regu- 
lated conditions of trade can scai be 
combined with those of a free port in the 
British dominions which recognizes no 
‘Customs’ control. 
is plain that there must be a mutual 
spirit of accommodation for any settlement 
to be arrived at. ‘The Chinese are willing 
to concede a right of transhipment and 
other conditions of atreaty port to Hong- 
kong, but the merchants cannot expect to 
combine all the advantages of a free port 
with the privileges of a Treaty Port. So 
far as’trade in native junks with the main- 
land is concerned, a certain regulated right 















































of supervision and control over their own 
ships and subjects isa necessity, and can- 
not be denied. Its exercise cannot be re- 
fused without destroying the Chinese re- 
venue on the one hand, and exposing the 
‘Treaty ports on the other to a competition 
on unequal terms, of which yon are even 
now complaining. Nor is any such ine- 
quitable arrangement contemplated by Her 
Riajesty’s Government, Ona. basis of rex 
ciprocal advantage and concession, there is 
much to be gained on both sides, and no- 
thing to be lost, which either side ought to 
seek to retain. And to facilitate such ar- 
rangements as may best secure this end, 
certain articles in the convention were ex- 
pressly framed. 

‘The treatment of claims against Chinese, 
you are perfectly justified in saying, cal 
for improvement, and the subject with all 
the difficulties attaching to it has not been 
overlooked in the revision of the Treaty. I 
lieve the adoption of a written commer- 

code ‘and the constitution of Interna. 
tional Mixed Courts, with fixed Rules of 
practice, to offer the ouly practical remedy 
for the abuses now existing ; and the firat 
part of this programme las buen provided 
for in the convention. 

‘You call my attention lastly to the dis- 
advantage under which the British flag, as 
compared with that of other nationalities, 
labours in the traffic with our own posses- 
sions at the Straits. Lhave received simi- 
lar representations from Amoy, and the 
whole subject haa been under consideration. 
Itis obvions, however, that legislative action 
at home is required to provide a remedy, 
and I have already taken the necessary 
steps to bring the matter clearly before the 

roper authorities. have the honor to 
Ee, Gentlemen, 


























Your obedient servant, 
Rommerrorv Avcock. 





TAKOW REGATTA. 


‘The Takow Annual Regatta, now so 
famous in the sporting world, eame off on 
the 6th Dec. which was a” gala day at 
this picturesque and world-renowned South 
Formosan watering place. From an early 
hour in the morning, the 
seemed to have discarded that b 
of fact air which it 








sy, matter 
rally possesses, and 
ut on holiday attire; 
n the water and 
hore,—at once suggested to the most 
indifferent observer that the hard-worked, 
(ing residents had at Inst made up their 
minds to devote one day, to amusement 
and relaxation. Tt was truly a magnificent 
sight, and one which, once seen, is never 
forgotten, to behold that noble harbour,— 
the finest probably of all the noble harbours 
on the west coast of Formosa,—its lovely 
bine waters reflecting the graceful 
portions of many a rakish craft of native 
and foreign build, and its romantic oyster- 
beds lit ip with the glorious rays of a 
burning hot Takew December sun. A 
grand display of bunting appeared amongst 
the densely crowded shipping, —the British 
brig ‘Wild Wave,” Captain Fisher, being 
considered facile prineeps amongst them, 
for the taste and Veauty of her ornamenta- 
ion. The various men-of-war which were 
lying in our capacious harbour at the time 
were also gaily dressed, and in front of 
almost every house in that noble row of 
‘uildings—Sao-chun-tao Terrace,—a grand 
display of flags told of the importance the 
inhabitants gave to the occasion. It was 
the same everywhere. The sweetly clean, 
pretty little hamlet of Kee-ow was a-blaze 
with decorations, the neighbouring signal 
stations were all prettily dressed, and the 
fiag-stafis in front of the numerous villas 
‘which stud the shores of the lovely lagoon 
were also one mass of red, white and bine. 
‘To do anything like justice to this memo- 
rable event would require a much greater 
space than could be expected to bedevoted 
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to the purpose here. Suffice it to say, the 
variously rigged yachts of the place, as 
usual, excited the liveliest admiration 
amongst the spectators, on account of their 
perfect lines, and graceful appearance, ge- 
nerally. ‘The handling of these pretty cratts 
also called forth loud and long-continued 
applause, and the pulling matches were 
really all that could be desired. It would 
be unjust to Takow to make this report 
seem in. any way exaggerated, so we 
will refrain from giving that amount of 
glorification of every one and every body 
which they nevertheless deserve, It may, 
however, be remarked that never has there 
been seen in China such capital boat-racing, 
and never were the capabilities of modern 
yacht-building, combined with masterly 
management, tried with more advantage. 
Strange to say the times of the various races 
were not taken, but if they had been taken 
we have no doubt they would have astonish- 
ed those who had not the satisfaction. of 
being present. Shortly after ten o'clock 
the élite of the neighbourhood were seen 
moving gracefully in their barges towards 
H. B. M.S. “Banterer,” Owing to some 
unaccountable contre-temps, the splendid 
band of this “noble ship” did not put inan 
appearance, and the ‘Takow Temperance 
band, so much prized by the members of 
this musical Community, was also, strange 
to say, lors de condat. ‘Enthusiasm, how- 
ever, and a determination to be jolly under 
any circumstances more than made up for 
the absence of the musicians, Sunny skies 
above and bright smiles below were the 
order of the day, and all went “merry as a 
marriage bell”, 

At eleven o'clock precisely,—the Takow 
people are very punctual,—the proceedings 
of the day began. Unfortunately the match 
Vetween the two famous clipper gigs and 
Fivals,—the “Violet” and. tho Old an 
tality "—which w: e opened the ball, 
did not come off; owing it was stated, to the 
indisposition,—it could not have been funk, 
of the crew who were to have pulled the 
former against four of the gallant “ Ban- 
terers” in the latter. However the “Violet” 
started with her ordinary Chinese crew 
against her old rival propelled by the ‘* Ban- 
torers”, and from the first was literally "no 

” the Jacks winning as they pleased, 
tothe front withont, apparently, 
‘turned a hair’, ‘Three ringing 
British cheers were given on board the 
Senior N: "s ship, as the gallant 
fellows pulled in ‘Old mortality’ to a splen- 
did victory, and the band struck up the 
lively straints of—but we forgot, there was 
no band present. 

‘The nextevent was'a race for all gigs, 
not clipper built, over a course of 14 mil 
The “Curlew,” “PI ” “Vade Retro.” 
“Tam O'Shanter, Vild Wave” all 
came to the post and a most exciting race 








































commenced — The “'Tom O'Shanter” yra- 
‘dually glided away from theothers and won 
very easily, a plucky struggle for second 





place resulting in the ‘Vade Retro” beat- 
ing “Wild Wave” by a nose, or by that 
Portion of a boat which may be supposed 
to correspond to an animal’s nose. ‘The 
excitement up to this point had been so 
overpowering that the medical men who 
were present unanimonsly declared de- 
nnuleents were absolutely required all 
round; and the ready, and enthusiastic 
manner in which this disagreeable pres- 
cription was complied with, reflected great 
credit on the good taste and obliging dis 
position of the Takow community. It was 
further hinted that any additional excite- 
ment before tiffin would seriously injure 
the constitutions of all concerned, and this 
awful fiat was complied with as readily and 
as good-humouredly as the previous one, 
In a very short space of time tiffin was an- 
nounced, and the entire Takow community 
adjourned to the spacious quarter-deck of 
the “Banterer,” where a magnificent ban- 
quet was prepared for them. After the 
usual blessing, a vigorous onslaught was 
made upon the various dishes, the gallant 
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host with his usual tact and fascinating 
manner making his guests feel not only at 
home but happy. ‘The wit which sparkled, 
and the Atticsalt which scintillated, round 
the festive board, almost, if not ’ quite, 
equalled. the delicate and the recherché 
qualities of the good things that wore on it 
‘At 2.30, whilst cigars were being discussed 
on the quarter deck, an agreeable diver- 
tissement took place.” A boom rigged out 
on the starboard side of the “Banterer” 
had beon well greased, a small flag planted 
on the outside extremity, and a prize offer- 
ed to the happy Jack who would succeed 
in pacing the boom and in taking possession 
of the flag, After about a score of fruit- 
Tess and highly amusing attempts had been 
made, invariably ending in an involuntary 
plunge into the briny, one stalwart blue- 
jacket sueceeded in gtasping the tiny flag 
staff, and immediately fell heavily with it 
into the water. ‘This was a very pretty 
sight, and was received with tremendous 
cheers by the assembled multitudes, 

Soon after this little amusement was 
over, the beautiful little vessels which were 
to take part. in the approaching struggle for 
the “Takow Stakes,” were seen moving 
gracofully from thei moorings, and com- 
ing towards the ‘Banterer.” ’ Fortunate- 
ly there was just enough wind to move 
them, and the excitement amongst the spec- 
tators was intonse. Four crack yachts 
started, the ‘Sai-an-ara” (late “Echo”), 
tho “Phantom,” tho ‘Vade Retro” and 
the “St. George.” On the gun being 
fired the sails of all four vessels wero set 
ina remarkably quick, sailor-like fashion, 
and the saucy little’ “Sai-an-ara” went 
away with «lead which she maintained all 
through, winning some time before mid- 
night, ‘Che “Phantom” was second. 

he lateness of the hour at which the 
race for the Takow stakes was finished, ne- 
cossitated the postponement of the race 
for the Amoy Cup. This, however, cam 
off on the following day, ‘tho ‘ Curlow, 
“Tooth-pick,” “Juanite” and“ Sai-an- 
ara” being the competitors. ‘The three 
first named went off at a tearing pace, 
leaving poor little “Sai-an-ara” with her 
gaf-top-sail behind, and aftera very prot 
ty race of 12 miles tho,‘ Curlew passed 
the winning post 20 minutes before the 
« Pooth-pick” which was second, closely 
followed by the ‘ Juanita.” The “ Tooth- 
pick” came slightly to grief on a treacher- 
ous oyster bec, otherwise, it was thought, 
ight have figured further to the front. 
‘Thus ended this wonderful regatta which, 
for bona fide aquatic sport, and thorough 
going excitemenc, has not been equalled in 
China waters daring the recollection of 
man, 
































FOOCHOW RACES. 


Autumn Meeting 16th & 17th December. 


Fmsr Day. 
1.—Avruwy Cor—Value §50 and En- 
trances. For all Foochow and Amoy own- 
ed China and Manila Ponies. Weights as 
por Seale, Entrance $5: }mile. 
Count'La Grange’s New Broom. 
Mr. Harvey's Redan. 
‘Mr. Gittin’s Tulips. 


Won in a canter. 






‘Timo—Im. 424s, 
2.—Cerestiat Cor—Value $100. For 

all Foochow and Amoy owned China and 

Manila Ponies, Weights as per Scale. En- 


trance $3. 4-a mile. 
‘Mn Frederick's Avalanch 
Do. Birdlime.. 
Count La Grange’s Mors auc deni 
‘Me. Frederick declared the best to win. 
Won easily by a length ; Mors a bad third. 
Time—653. 
3.—Cuuse Yew Cmatuexcr Cor.—Va- 
Ine $200, Presented” For all China, Ma- 
nila or Japan Ponies owned by members of 
the Foochow Community. To be won by a 
Pony or Ponies, the property of the same 










owner or owners at two consecutive Au- 
tumn Meetings. The winnerof the Cup at 
one Mesting to be allowed to run any 
Pony, bond fide his own property, for it at 
the next meeting, although he may be ab- 
sent from Foochow. One third of the en- 
trance fees to be added to the Cup for the 
purpose of forming a fund, accumulating 
from Meeting to Meeting, to go to. the 
ultimate winner of the Cup, and one third 
to go to the winner of the Cup at each 












Meeting. Weights as per scale. Entrance 

$10. 1} miles. 

Neil Gow’s Harmony. 1 

Mr. Kileush’s Tormentor.. 2 
3 


Mr. Muggin’s Ag Kivers. 
Won easily. Time—3m. 24s. 
4.—Pacoa Cur.—Value $200. Present 

ed by the Community at the Pagoda An- 

chorage. For all Foochow owned China 
and Manila Ponies. Weights as per scale. 

‘Three Ponies from opposing stables to start 

or norace. Entrance $10. 14 mile. 
Owing to Savraska having broken down, 

the conditions of the race could not be 
complied with, 
5.—Toxo Krav Cano Swrerstaxes.— 

Of $10 each with $50 added. For all Foo- 

chow and Amoy owned China and Manila 

Ponies. Weights 13 stone. 3 of a mile. 
Count Ia Grange’s New Broom. 
Mr. St. Andrew’s Conundrum. 

xy Kilrush’s Zormentor. 3 

Won easily ; a good race between Conun- 
drum and Tormentor for second place. 

6.—Cuaa Sze Cur —Valne $100. Pre- 
sented. For all Foochow and Amoy own- 
ed China and Manila ponies. Wei 

Lost. for 12hds. increasing tbs. per inch 

over. 1 mile. Entrance §5. 
Mr. Frederick's Avalanche. 
Count La Granye’s Mors aux dents 
Neil Gow's Harmom: 
‘Mr. Harvey's Redan. 
Avalanche made the running and appear- 

ed, at first, to have them all easy; but 

Mors made a rush coming down’ the 

Straight, and nearly pinned him on, the 

post, being beaten only by ahead. Time 

2m, 20. 
7.—Fomxrex Prate.—Value §50 and en- 

tranees. Presented by a non-member. 

A steeple chase for all Foochow and Amoy 

owned China and Manila Ponies. Twice 

round and a distance over a Course select 
ed by the Stewards. Catch weights over 

List. Entrance §5. 
‘Mr. Gittin’s Tulips... 





























1 





until the tun into the straight, where 
Mors and Nemesis came up and made a 
good race in, the former only winning by a 
head. Time—66s. 

3—Tartar Generat’s Corp—Vatve. 
Tis. 100. Presented by HE. Tho Tartar 
General. For all Foochow and Amoy-owned 
China and Manila Ponies. Catch Weights 
over List. “lbs. Entrance $3. }mile. 


Count La Grange’s New Broom. 
Mr. Frederick's Avalanche .. 


A splendid race throughout, won by a 
bare nose. Time—Lin. 404s. 

4—Lorrery Gur.—Valuo § and en- 
tranees. For all Foochow and Amoy-own- 
ed China and Manila Ponies, Weights as 
per scale. Winners of one race at this 
meeting 7lbs. extra, of 2,10lbs., of 3,12bs. 
Entrance $5. iiles, 

Count la Grange’s Mors aw dents... 

Mr. Frederick’s Avalanche. 2 


Avalanche made the running for the first 
mile, when Mors headed him and won 

by three lengths. 
3.—Wisvers’ Prare—For Entrances. 
Compulsory on all winners at this meeting 
to enter. Weights for winners 12hds, 10st. 
Bibs creasing 4lbs. per inch. Losers 
hts as per scale. Entrance §10. 1 





























Count Ia Grango’s New BroomesseceseL 
Mr. Frederick's Avalanche. 2 
Won easily, Avalanche being used up, 

‘Time—2m. 
6.—Coxsouation Staes.—Value §30 

and entrances. For all beaten Ponies that 

have run at this meeting. Weights as per 
scale. Entrance $5. } mile. 
‘Mr. Harvey’s Redan 
Mr. Frederick’s Birdlim: 
Mr. Muggin’s A Kivers. 
Mr. Kilrush’s Tormentor. 
Birdlime was beaten by two lengths. 

‘Three lengths between second and third. 

‘Time—Im. 44s. 
7.—Nax Tat Prare—Value $75. A 

steeplechase for all Foochow and Amoy- 

owned China and Manila Ponies. Catch 
weights over 12st. ‘Twice round and a dis- 





















tance, over a course to be selected by the 
Stewards. The winner of the Fohkien Plate 
extra. Last Pony to pay 
Entrance $5. 





to carry ‘BI 

2nd Pony's entrance. 
Mr. Gittins’ Tulip: 
Mr. Lancashire's Scots Grey 
Mr. St. Andrew's Contuudrum. 3 
close race, but not so fast as that on 














‘Mr. Lancashire's Scots Grey. 

Mr. Burton’s Fowl Play.. 3 

Tulips made the running at a tremend- 
ous pace, and won without a mistake. At 
one time Scots Grey was a little ahead of 
him, and looked like winning, but falling 
at the last jump but one destroyed his 
chance. Af Kivers and Nemesis also ran. 
‘The former disposed of his rider after the 
first round, and emesis baulked at the 
first jump. N 














Seconp Day. 


1.—Lepcer Cor—Valne §100. Pre- 
sented. For all Foochow-owned China and 
Manila Ponies. Welghts 10st. Winners 
at this meeting Tbs. penalty accumulative. 
Entrance $5. "1 mile. 

Mr. St. Andrew's ConundrumcsssseeeecL 

Neil Gow's Harmony. 2 

Mr. Muggin’s 4 Kiver: 3 

Conundrum, well ridden, won by two 
lengths. Time—2m. 22s. 

2.—Wenter Srakes.—A sweepstakes of 
$10 each with §50 added. Forall Foochow 
and Amoy-owned China and Manila Ponies. 
Previous winners at this mieeting excluded. 
Catch Weights over 12st. 7Ibs. 4 mile. 

Count La Grange’s Mors aus: dents....1 

‘Mr. St. Andrew's Nemesi 2 

»,, Samuel’s Honest Joh 

Alter a false start, in which Mfors and 
Tormentor went round the course, all got 
away well together. Honest John leading 






















fhe previous day. Tulips won by two 
lengths. 


—————————— 


Correspondence, 





THE TEA TRADE. 


To the Editor of the 
Norru-Cnova Herat. 
Shanghai, 4th Jan., 1869. 


Srm,—I was glad to read the able review 
you published a few days ago, of the 
conrse of the tea trade during the past 
season, and hope that this expression of 
opinion, going home with the weight car- 
ried by a public journal—and backed up 
as it no doubt will bo by private letters— 
will tend to open the eyes of importers to 
the real condition of the trade. 

The course of the trade during the 
past six months, adds another season’s 
experience to the many similar ones of dis 
appointment which have gono before, and 
leads to the conclusion that, for many rea- 
sons, this state of things must be regarded 
as the normal state of things, until somo 
radical changes are established in China or 
England, in the purchase or selling of this 
article of produce. 

We find this large and important trade 











conducted annually at a ruinous loss to 
shippers from China, or Importers to En- 
gland ; and the questions for consideration 
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are—Why should the infatuation to go on 
buying from season to season continue ; and 
why do previous losses not prove sufficient 
‘warning to all those interested ? 

In answer to these questions, I think 
that one great mistake is made by merchanta 
and speculators in England, who, after 
every disastrous year in China Trade, ar- 
rive at the conclusion that, next season, no 
money will be left to send home the pro- 
duce of the year; and, with little or no ex- 

rience toguide them, send large orders 

for an article, with limits probably based 

on Broker's Circulars. As a rule this 
outside competition is the cause of much 
Joss to everybody. 

The notion among very many men in 
England is, that fortunes have been made 
and can be made in Tea in one season ; but 
unfortunately a fresh crop of speculators 
arise each year, and this prevents coming 
to pass the great changes that would other- 

ise occur. I believe that the early 
training of our Tea Tasters requires a 
thorough unlearning, and that they have 
not yet grasped the entire change in the 

sition of the article ; nor do they at all 
lieve that, even now, we are only ina 
transition state. 

The men educated in the Lane from 1858 
to 1865, cannot forget the prices that used 
to be then current, and they blind them- 
selves to the fact that, when the Import to 
England was only 87 to 110 millions, values 
were entirely different; but that now, 
with an export of 140 millions, such 
Prices as used to be, are become simply mat- 
ter of history;—and until buyers remember 
the average low prices at auction of 1866 
to 1869, many of the old annual follies 
will be repeated. 

Ibeliove the low prices of recent years 
tobe entirely owing to the increased Export 
from China, and I further think there is 
no donbt the English market must be pre- 
pared to receive annually, not less than 140 
millions at the same price. And I shall not 
be surprised to see even larger figures soon. 
This large Export reduces all old val 
tea and makes distinctive shades of qua- 
lity, so much moonshine. The article 
must now be considered an article of Bulk, 
like corn, and the price will therefore, for 
80 per cent of the export, be simply a low 
consuming price, 

‘What seems tome as the gist of the whole 
question, is, that the home market cannot 
stand a 5 month’s stock of Congou, in Se} 
tember, with the certainty of very early 
arrivals of new season's, and very large 
arrivals before the end of December. And 
as to early arrivals, the prospect is that, as 
soon as the Suez Canal is a practicable 
route, many steamers will carry forward 
large supplies of new season's, to arrive ear- 
ly in August, and still further delay the re- 
duction of stocks, which is an imperative 
necessity before any permanent recovery or 
steadiness can take place. For large stocks 
and heavy arrivals are calculated to make 
the business in tea, so far as London is con- 
cerned, a business conducted by Public 
Auction; and the effect of this is to create 
panic among holders, and their early haste 
to sell, paralyses the market for sale by 
private contract ; hence dealers are afraid 
to buy, and merchants are afraid to hold. 

From long experience, it is well known 
that the first valuations of congou are 
rarely obtained, because so many want to 
sell at the same moment; and when 
offers are obtainable, these are gene- 
rally pence under the nominal value on ar- 
rival. Therefore, the haste to sell, which 
has been so marked for some years, is ex- 
tremely likely to become a custom, and tea 
should now be bought with the view that 
similar qualities will compete, at Public 
Auction, on arrival ; so, unless merehants 
are prepared to follow a similar course, 
they must be prepared to hold, and, in nine 
cases out of ten, do worse. 

The necessity is, then, to buy only such 
Teas as will hold their own at auction 
sales, or to speculate on the few fine chops, 













































that may pay 34. to 6d. or lose quite as 
much. I should leave all the fine curious 
chops alone, and buy only Tess of great 
st and keeping qualities at, or un- 
der 1s. 64. per Ib. 

Even at this point I believe there is 
roum for risk, because so many differences 
of valuation are common, both in China 
and London. 

I think there are almost as many cle- 
ments of danger in looking forward to 
next season, as during the past three or 
four; and unless such views are very general, 
the utmost 1 expect to see is, that losses 
may be, as this year, less severe than last 


year. 

I am afraid the exceptional profits on 
a few chops in the Autumn of 1869, will be 
followed on this side, next June, by the 
purchase of many supposed fine chops, 
within a few days, at prices much above the 

ling value in London—or in ex- 
cess of the demand for finest qualities. 

‘That there will be an end to this infatua- 
tion Ido not doubt ; but meanwhile, I do 
not see the end; and people in England had 
better leave the trade alone, unless at 
such prices as appear a certainty t 
loss ; and then only buy moderately, in 
any one month. What crushes the entire 
trade, is the haste to buy £50 to £100,000 
worth of Tea, in afew days; and then 
the hopeless effort to try and sell thi 
quantity as fast as it was bought, which 
is impossible. 

This is the policy of speculators, and 
old-fashioned firms, who still think the 
old custom of buyinga large quantity, when 
the market is apparently a shade cheap or 
quiet, to be the only safe and sure way to 
land a fortune in what is considered the 
golden year. 

I seo no golden year for tea, for a long 
time, because I have so little faith in the 
prudence and caution of old Tea buyers ; 
and the new school is as yet too small, to be 
regarded as the guiding thinkers ‘about 
Tea. I should like to see the prudence 
and caution, befure believing, and not to 
speculate on many ifs becoming many facts, 
as is the notorious habit of many otherwise 
sensible and estimable residents in China. 

‘Many buyers mean many sellers, many 
large buyers mean many pressing’ sellers, 
and many pressing sellers with a 10 months 
stocks mean, simply, what price can be got 
for tea ; not, what price is the leaf worth. 

Limits based on brokers views or circu- 
lars are entirely fallacious, because, as a 
rule, their quotations are’ entirely ‘ideas, 
notfacts. And this cannot be too strongly 
impressed on every outside merobant. 

imits should be based upon the aver- 
age values of Congous at public auction, 
and the classification should be very bro: 
and decided, and such as would prevent 
any questionable or doubtful poreliane, 
T have observed, this season, that even 
special agents, ‘coming direct from the 
Lane, differed from local purchasers as to 
what’ was medium Tea, and bought for 
such what others believed was good com- 
mon. 


























Yours truly, 






‘Shanghai, 31st Dec.. 1869. 


Faw Reports. 





BANKRUPTCY COURT. 
January 10, 
Before ©. W. Goopwrx, Fsq., Registrar, 
Inre Banyes’ Dazzas, 
First meeting of creditors. 
The bankrupt surrendered himself, but no 
creditors appeared. 
‘The Court then appointed the meeting for 
the last examination for Saturday the 15th 
February. 








SUMMARY JURISDICTION COURT. 
Sth January. 


Refore G. Jastteson, Esq. 
Macxznzis & Co,, 0s. Cartain Montox— 
“ Seringupntam. 
Claim $30, for Towa, 
The Captain in udmitting the claim, stated 
that owing to present impecuniosity he was une 
able to pay; but if the Court would kindly 
low him time, he would settle the sume ufter 
arrival of English mail, due on 8th instant, 
Plaintiff being willing to wait, the C 
dered paymeut in one week from dat. 


















J. 8, Banos vs, Carr. Monro: 
Claim $30. for Towaye by tug “Bunker Hill.” 
Defendant admitted the chim and pleaded 
as above. 
‘To pay in one week from date, with costs of 
both cases, $6.50. 








POLICE COURT. 
Sanuary 4th. 


Bofore G. Jasttrsow, Ex 
R. es, A. Brenrson.—" Laju. 

Charged with bronching cargo and stealing 
therefrom two cases of gin, one case brandy 
and one case porter. 

Prisoner admitted taking one 
denied bh iterfered with nny 















of gin, but 
ing else, 
to prisoner 
s inentioned, and 
the Court on enquiring what would be the 
Price of a case of gin, and being enswered Tis. 
4.58, ordered prisoner to pay for one cuse ouly, 
‘sentenced him to eight weeks imprison: 
‘soner to pay for his own maintenance 
during his stay in rol. 


















5th January, 
Mr, Kelly of the Sailors home, brought up a 
seaman, who lind appearet several timos before 
the Court for drunkenness, and stated thnt he 
hind found it quite impossible to get the man 
to remnin sober; that, nt the least opportunity, 
he would indulge to such an extent in samshoo, 
that he was afraid something would be happens 
ing to him, 
ner is ill with dysentery and only five 
ngo hnd been taken out of Hospital; he 
was now on the hands of the Consulate, and as he 
(Afr. Kelly) hud received instructions from Hl. 
M.'s Consul to tui out all seamen supported 
by H. M.’sGovermment, who would misbehave 
nid wet druiik, and knowing that 
ed out prisoner that it would result in 
death, he prayed that the Court would 
ike an order that would tend to either have 
re of otherwis 
regretted the occurrence, 
promised thut it should be the Inst, 
was of opinion that the 
him home ns a distressed 
eantime he would order him 










































6th Js 
Ro, Wasriay Lez, cook of the 
Refueat of duty. 
‘Thomas Douglas Scott—I am master of the 
cook. On one occasion, 





a critical position, I called. 
on prisoner to lend a hand in pulling down the 
fore topmaast atudenil, and he refused to do so. 
On another occasion he was ordered to boil 
down some pitch, but he also refused. ‘There 
were only himself and a boy on deck, the other 
meu were aloft shifting the s 
















ider the ship 
his duty was cook und be bad 











Rudolph Daly to pri 
i mate and 
er it get 
up and clen 
if you to 
sed. ‘Tho Ist mate gave oviden 
’s having refused duty on several occasio 
the Court considered hind 
ipped ns cook at wai 
working of theship it erit e 
id, "Fined half month’s pay and to return to 
hisship. 




















A case for deliberately atealing, taking and 
carrying away, entered by Capt. Mooney of the 
str, “Bertha” against one of his crew, now 
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discharged, was postponed to next Monday, 
pending the arrival of the “ Bertha.” Defendant 
atated he was an American and objected to be 
tried before any other authority. Mr. Eames 
who represented plaintiff said that enquiries 
had been m: Consulate to aacertnin 
if defendant was registered, and it appeared 
from information received he was uot. Capt. 
Mooney bind first. entered his case at the U. S. 
Consulate, but for some reason had taken it 
‘out of that Court to this. 








‘Th Jannary. 

Three sen-faring men brought up by the 
Police for being drunk and incapable, wer 
punished, two with $1 fine each, and the other 
warned and dismissed. 

R, », Auex, Lrern—Second officer “Dart- 
mouth,” assuult, 

‘Mathew Dickson—On 29th August last, while 
on the passage out, defendant about 5p. xt. 
asked me if I had nothing to do, and on my 
telling him that { bad just finished work, he 
ordered me to eatch the ducks and put them 
in the coops. Icaught two ducks, but the 
other being less taine would not be taken, and 
flow overbonrd. Defendant seeing this imme- 
dintely commenced with a series of abuses 
against me, which ended by his knocking me 
down and kicking me in the fice. 

Defendant stated that he acknowledged to 
having struck plaintiff, but that it was only 
under a challenge nud after great. provocation, 
that in his position as officer of a ship he would 
bo thought very little of if Dick, Tom and 
Harry were allowed to bo insubordinate or to 
abuse him, without taking steps. 

W. Rothwell.— I mw defendant and plain- 
if “fighting. Pinintiff fell and defendant 
Kicked “him twice while be was down. 
was done after plaintiff lind been impudent to 
defondant. Plaintiff challenged defendaut to 
fight after he hind beon first struck, 

Barnet, boatswain.—I saw defendant and 






































plaintiff struggling with eweh other; saw plain 
Mir all vd Wendanthiek Wim while he was 
Capt. Elsden.—I saw the whole transaction, 
plinta wae very impudent and when ordered 
to go forward would not obey. I myself ordered 
him to cease with his impertinence aud leave 
wfter-part of the ship, but he would 
at obey, W. Rothwell, in 

wade a mistake; defendant did not strike 
lenged to fight and, 
ny opinion, this having been neceded to and 
plaintif’ thrashed, constituted a legal fight, a 
it ws hy invitation it was done, 

‘The Court was of opinion that, certainly, 
to keep senmen in order, means hnd to be 
avlopted ; but in this ense it was carried too fur. 
kicking n man on the face, w 

was certuinly committing: a 
‘would therefore fine defendant $3 and costs, 
R. es. the Crow of the Brit., Ship “ 1m, 
Melhuish” Refaral of duty. 

Defendants in pleading guilty stated that the 
Coptain had threntoned them with a revolver, 

lint he had also suid if they went to sen with 
im ne would work them off their legs and phy- 
sic them all round, that it is very easy fora 
Cuptnin to do 60, ns when any of them would po 
aft for Meiicine ‘he could give them what he 
liked. Another objection raised, was the misera- 
ble condition of the foreeastle, all of their beds 
were wet and bad been so for four months, in- 

worthy. ‘They were 
Lalf starved on bord, only getting two pounds 
of fresly beef per diem, and jas much brend as 
they could eat, besides Coffee and Tea. 

‘The Captain stated that previous to Christmas, 
the crew had what :they wanted, bat owing to 
their recent behaviour he had given them wot 
more thin what he was strietly obliged to by 
the shipping articles. He was not aware of any 
thing being wrong with the shi wae re. 
paired some time ago, aud her deck caulked and 
pitched. 

‘The magistrate after looking over the ship- 

articles, told the Captain to give them in 
Addition, some vegetables, and ordered the men 
ito return to their vessel, 











































































that as far as the forecastle went, if they w: 
fed a survey, one would be ordered, the costs of 
which they would haveto pay, if they were 
}wrong in their surmise. To pay cost of sum- 





ALE os. R. HurcHIsoN str., “Rona” 
Claim for $22 for services rendered. 
Defendant admitted owing $18.22, and stated 

hhe had tendered the money to Mr. Kelly, but 
that he would not accept it. He did not know 
how $22 could be claimed as, according to his 
calculation, plaintiff hnd only worked a certain 
number of days, which when calculated at the 
rate of $25 per month would only make the 
sum already mentioned ($18.22) 

‘Mr. Kelly stated on behalf of plaintiff, that 
he was not on the ship's articles, and that it was 
customary to pay §1 per diem to men who were 
so engaged. 

Te magistrate being entiafied as to the $25.0 
month nnd expressing himself of its fairness, or- 
dered defendant to pay the $18.22, with costs. 











Another Lascar prefered ‘a claim of $54 as 
balance of wages. Cuptain Hutchison said th: 
probably that amount or something near it w 
due to plaintiff, but that he had deserted half an 
hour before the Inst departure of the vessel from 
this port,and in consequence of being short 
handed he had been obliged to employ deck pus- 
engers to lend ahaud inthe working of the 

ship. 

c. 








Kofod gave evidence to the effect of 
saving seen the man running away, and the 
man admitted that he did uot sail in the tehip 
that voyage, that he lind had nothing to eat the 
whole day; lind xpplied for food, bat could get 
none. He then borrowed $1, from the mate and 
went on shore to buy some food, but when he 
ceume back the ship was going. The steward 














stated he had given out pro 
that morning. 
‘The second mate said no complaint was made 








to him about provision iff came on board 
when the vessel returned, and ow asking him 
why he had run away, he said he hud got drunk 
and could not fetch the ship. 

"The Court ordered the nmount of wages due 
to be paid, Captain Hutchison to deduct there- 
from, whatever expense he was pat to by the 

ce of the man, and costs to be 

















Other insignificant enses for wages were also 
entered into, but nt once acknowledged ad 
settled. 











NAVAL COURT. 





Naval Court of Eng 
Sth and Gth January, held on Capt. Greig, 
master of the Britinh ship Wm, Melhuish oF 

. by petition, to H. M.'s Consul, 

(eos and ill-treatment by seven of the 









Present : 


M. J. Duxror, Lieut. Com. H. 3's Dove, 
President. 

RJ. Fornest Esq., H.M.’s Acting 

Jorims A. Dasnwoon, Lieut. H. M's Tearu 

J. A. Mitten, Navigating Lieut. H, M's Zearus, 

W. E. Dowpas, Muster P. & 0. 8.8. Cudis. 

W. H. Witxtay, Clerk of the Court. 


After the several churges 
defendant and he had been asked whut be 
ity, and 
ng not Guilty, the examination of the 
prcsecutors commenced; bat they not being 
able to substuntinte various of the assertions 
entered in petition, the Court acquitted Capt. 
Greig in the following tern 

Having carefuily considered the evidence, the 

is of opinion that the charge of endan- 
gering the lives of the crew is not proven, and 
that the charge of drankeuness meets with « 
certain amonnt of support. We are not suff- 
cit fied with the evidence adduced to 
consider it necessary to remove the master 
from his ship. ‘Tho Court. is however unani 
n, that the conduct of the m: 
ig of very high censure xnd such 
consure is hereby recorded. 

Signed by the Members of the Court. 



















































Hiscellancous. 








The British brig Sarah has been sold at 
auction for Tis. 1,500. 


A Naval Court held to enquire into 








mons and return to their work. 


charges preferred by the crew against the 





master of the 7m. Melhuish, has acquitted 
the latter, throush censuring him, in 
terms which will be found in our teport. 


‘We learn that Lord Clarendon has ap- 
proved the plan of printing the Consular 
Trade returns in Shanghai, and has ex- 
pressed high appreciation of the manner 
in which those for 1868 were compiled, at 
the Shanghai Consulate, last year. 


A meeting of the Asiatic Society took 
place Jast evening, when a debate was i 
Vited on the subject of the Incompatibility 
of the Chinese with Western Nations, for 
social intercourse. Office bearers for the 
ensuing year were also elected. 


We hear that the two M. I. steamers 
alluded to in the mail newsas having passed 
through the Suez Canal, are the Alphée and. 
the Erymanthe ; both drawing 2i feet. Itis 
evident, therefore, that the canal is a com- 
plete success, thus far; it remains only to 
be seen whether it can’ be kept in proper 
repair. The London & China Ezpress says 

de Lesseps is to be made Due de Suez, 
but this is we believe doubtful. In the 
meantime he has received the well-earned 
decoration of the Grand cross of the legion 
of honor. We notice that a telegraphic 
cable is to be laid along the bed of tho 
Canal, from Port Said to Suez. 


The following clipping from an American 
paper is quite consistent with Mr. Burlin- 
game’s usual utterances. There is the usual 
vein of mis-representation running through- 
out it—Mr. Burlingame, several weeks 
ago authorized agentleman, who has just 
returned from Europe, to make a state- 
ment that the constant reports of the 
dissatisfaction of the Chinese Government 
with his mission, originates in China amon; 
those opposed to American civilization, and 
on other grounds to the policy of that Gov- 
ernment. His diplomatic conduct has been 
in entire accord with the Peking Govern- 
ment, and has therefore received its ap- 
proval. His mission was extended beyond 
two years. In February he will proceed to 
St. Petersburg. It is also stated that tho 
completion of his mission weuld completo 
the international triumph of China, and 
place her among the controlling nations of 
the world.” 














The following reply has been returned 
by Mr. E. Cunningham, to the addre 
lately presented to him’ by the Shanghai 
community. 


Yoxonama, December 29th, 1869. 

Gestiemex,—I thank you heartily for 
your expressions of regard. 

Iam most happy to have gained your 
good opinion, though I fear my public 
services scarcely deserve so favorable a 
recognition, since the chief merit in the 
care of the municipality during the last 
two years, lies with the indefatigable mem- 
bers of the committees and the efficient 
heads of the various departments. 

Ishall be glad if I can prove of use in 
advocating the principles, just to Chinese 
and Foreigners alike, which are upheld by 
this community as the proper basis upon 
which to rest foreign policy with China ; 
but my sphere of influence will be very 
limited, and [ cannot flatter myselé that I 
can be more than a fvot soldier in the 














gain thanking you for this unexpected 
evidence of your regard. 
“Lam, Gentlemen, with sincere esteem, 
your friend and fellow resident, 
(Sd.)_Epwarp Cussixcnax, 
To Messrs. Jonxsox, Prons, 
Viexaxt, Meza, Drswext, 
AwecKE, and other mem- 
bers of the foreign commu- 





nity of Shanghai. 
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Suaxouar, January 11, 1870. 


IMPORTS—SUNDRIES, 

Ova last was on the 4th January. The 
English Mail of the 19th Nov. came in on the 
7th by the Aden, and the New York Mail via 
San Francisco on the same day. A fair busi- 
ness has been done in Imports, chiefly on spe- 
culation. 

‘The arrivals have consisted of—on the Sth 
Lear, Salat Ths Ome! Ode Fone: 

iverpool. Sailed—7t "onte- 
naye, both for London with ‘Teas, 

In our issue of 5th January 1869, we gave 
the prices of a few of the leading Imports for 
the past four years at the close of December. 
‘We recapitulate those four years and add 1869. 





22332 
Sa 


Exp or Dronwnen, 











Ratos of Exchango at the end of lat 6 years on Loudon, 


The course of the market for Cotton Goods 
during the past week has on the whole been 
satisfactory to importers. More activity has 
continued to exist than could have been ex- 
peeted at thie period of the year and, owing 
‘to an unusual absence of Goods in the hands 
of Native speculators, the controul of the mar- 
ket lias rested more with Foreigners than is 
generally the case. The result has been im- 
proved prices for several staple articles of 
inanufacture. 

Grey Surerrs 7-Tbs., are scarce and 
wanted and rates have advanced 5 a G cand. 
per Piece. About 30,000 pieces S{lbs. have 
heen taken for consumption, besides 2 few 
speculative sales for delivery next China year. 
In the latter case, as high as Tle. 2.95 a 2.26 
for vest Bagles has been obtained. For im- 
medinte delivery Tis. 2.20 a 221 for Common 
and Tis, 2.23 @ 2.24 for Engle Chops are the 
closing ra 

‘Witte Sumrixas.—A speculative enquiry 
has sprung up, and 30,000 pieces have changed 
hands for avery ‘after the Holidays. Rates 
are a shade better. 

T-Ciorus.—Are firmer also, but a moderate 
Vusiness only has transpired. 

In other goods so little business has so hee 
done as to admit of no room for remarks. 


Qcorasioxs Fox Woortexs. 




















Srasisn Sreirzs, C.P. 
Scarlet 
Dark Blo: 

Orange 










Loxe Ex, C.P.H— 



















more and can be quoted a shade high- 
er. Malabar Wood is wanted at quotations for 
Chinkiang. Sapan Wood in better enquiry. 

‘Trx.—Has declined in value, owing to large 
stocl 


SUGAR.—Large shipments to Hankow, but 
‘that market at considered safe, and prices 
remain as last quoted, the imports are ; 2,240 
Piculs White ; 8800 ‘piculs Grown, Exporta 
2,066 piculs White ; 6,047 piculs Brown. 

METALS.—Lran—Better advices from the 
River-ports have eaused a firm feeling, and 
L B can now be quoted 5 mace higher. 

Inoy.—Nothing whatever has been done in 
Iron, as the near approach of the C. N. Year 
makes the dealers unwilling to enter into fresh 
contracts at present. Quotations as before. 

——— 
QUOTATIONS, DUTY PAID IN 
SHANGHAI SYCEE. 


73.80 zquAL Mex. 
Guer Surarixos— 














6 Ibs. 
7h 
Bto 8 





Axentcax Darnts, 40 yds. yy 
Anscentcas Jas, 30 ye 
AMERICAN SHEETINOSAOyds ,, 
Esoxisu Drixis, 40 5 





Dyed 
BrocapErs— 
‘White 40 yds 
Died 
Distasks, Dyed. $0 yds. 
WesTIAN Suimrises... 










Toxssy Revs, 
Vexrers— 
Black, 22 
Blue, 22 in. 
VELYETEENS— 








015, 016 
O21 0.2.25 


Black, 18 
26 





” 


Diserxtes, 12 yds. 97 in, 
Mosurws, 12 sds. 42 in. 
Caxezars, English— 

8, 56 yas, 
s's 






Lastixas, 30 yds. 
Caare Lastrss, 30 yds, 
Crare Lustaes 


Onteaxs— 

Figured, 30 yds. 8.6.5 
abt, 30 ya 3.5.0 
im 





Nail Rod small size 















‘Fair to good assorted, 2.0. 
Hoop 17. 
Flat and Round. 2. 

es 6. 
6. 
3.1, 
06 
Wixpow Grass, 2 


Prrren— 
Black 





Cochin China 
Singapore 
Rarraxs— 










Banjermassing 
Saray Woop— 





Saxpat Woon— 








South Sea Island Bpl. 3.4.0 , 3.5.6 

Malabar 18.0.0 ., 14.0.0 
Maxonove Banx— 

Singupore and Penang ...¥pl 1.0.0 ,, 1.3.0 


Sin 














, pl 17.2.5 ,, 180.0 
Malacca » 28.5.0 ,, 29.0.0 
Rrce— 
Arracan and Rangoon ...Ypl. 
Siam, Cargo 


















‘good to finest whi 
Saigon... 
Bengal, coin. to midi 
good to fi 
Chinese 
Supe 
Svean— 
Binck, Swatow & Amoy 


Formosa 

















Coa1s—Curgo quotations w 
Cardiff to 
North Wales 
English 
Anthracite 
Australian Northern 

Do. —Southern 















OPIUM.—During the fortnight our 
market has been in a very insctive state, and 
now the Northern ports are closed for the 


, Winter, unless a speculative demand should © 


spring’ up, but little improvement can be ex- 
pected for the next month or a0. ‘The Nail 
Steamer arrived on the 7th instant with 866 
chests. During the fortnight sales have been 
mail as low as Ts. 490 a 495 ; but the market 

after the mail arrived at Tis. 500 a 505, 
at which considerable sales have been made, 
‘and there are more buyers to-day at 505, but: 
the market is firmer and the holders demand 
‘Tis. 510. 

Patna. —Has proportionately been better’ 
dealt in’ than Malira, at Tle. 405, but within 
‘the last few days rates are a trifle firmer and 
holders now ask Tis, 410, dealers offering 
Tis, 407 a 408, 
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